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JULY   - and a more unsettled month than 

June, almost living up to the definition of an 

English Summer as being two fine days and a 

thunderstorm.  There was only one 

thunderstorms in Bristol but the dry period 

was broken very early on with 40mm falling 

by the middle of the month.  On the right is 

the meteorological map for 17th July 

showing that the familiar procession of 

!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ΨƭƻǿǎΩ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

blocking anticyclone which dominated last 

ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ 

southwards. 

 

Right:  A Scarlet Tiger Moth (Callimorpha 

dominula) ς I have seen several of these 

day-flying moths this year ς this one was 

photographed by friends of ourΩǎ  in Sneyd 

Park.  As it is thoroughly distasteful and 

brazenly advertises the fact with its gaudy 

colouring, the moths are able to fly in broad 

daylight in no danger of being taken by birds. 

 

Left:  Spiders are not exactly 

my most favourite of 

Invertebrates but this tiny 

jumping spider (Salticidae)  

came into the conservatory.  

They roam around looking 

for victims and leap onto 

them ς equivalent in human 

terms to jumping 100 

metres.  Like all spiders, they 

have eight eyes but the 

forward facing pair is enormous which must give them relatively acute vision for detecting prey and 

assessing distance prior to springing on it..   

Young birds are flocking into the feeders including up to 4 

Bullfinches and Goldfinches.  The Woodpigeons ς up to 4 ς 

seem to live entirely on the lawn;  I thought the two on the 

right were always fighting, but I think that one of the, 

presumably a male, is attempting to copulate with the 

other. 
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Rob Davis who is married to {ŀƭƭȅΩǎ niece, sent me some interesting photographs that he took at the 

end of June when  holidaying on the Lizard Peninsula, Cornwall.  Below left is a spectacular  

caterpillar which, if it survives, will 

eventually turn into an equally striking 

Emperor Moth ς a species associated with 

moorlands, especially of the South-west.  

Long, irritating hairs sprout from tiny pink 

ΨǇƛƴ-ŎǳǎƘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀǊǊŀȅŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ 

segments. 

 

 

 

Right:  A male Four-spotted Chaser 

(Libellula quadrimaculata) at rest.  

Although difficult to see against the dark 

background, each of the four wings has 

two black spots or stigmas on the leading 

edge.  Males of all the other chasers are 

blue-bodied whereas this one takes on 

the appearance more characteristic of the 

females.  It is widespread throughout 

much of Great Britain and Eire. 

 

Left:  Sex and death among the 

damsels!  While a pair of 

Common Blue Damsels engaged 

in the breeding process, another 

has become ensnared in a 

ǎǇƛŘŜǊΩǎ ƎƻǎǎŀƳŜǊ ŎǊŀŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 

being sucked dry of its body 

contents by the lethal spinner. 

 

Right:  Rob took this shot of a rather nice example of the 

Hoverfly, Volucella bombylans.  Although slightly soft, I 

have only rarely seen this variant which resembles a red-

tailed bumblebee (Bombus lapidarius).  This fly more 

usually mimics the yellow or white tailed  species.. 
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Left: Here is a pair of Bombus lapidarius 

mating.   The relatively huge queen has a 

small drone plugged into her genitalia .  

After he has transferred his sperm to her, 

like all male bees, he will die ς his function 

in life fulfilled.  She will go on to found 

another colony of her own.   This queen 

was clinging to the underside of a 

Macleaya leaf on the 8th July.  

 

 

¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ sting protrudes over her abdomen  

allowing  the male to mate with her;  in the 

close-up on the right, this can be seen 

projecting between their two bodies.  Whereas 

most Bumblebees tend to copulate in places 

where they are secluded, this particular 

species frequently mates in relatively exposed  

spots.   I came across another couple on the 

22nd in a Weigela bush.  

Our Mullein continues to attract egg-laying Mullein Moths  and on the 6th, I removed another 3 

caterpillars from it ς above.   It has been savagely attacked this Summer. 
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On the 6th, I walked the Avon towpath 

(right), returning to Leigh Woods via 

Leigh Court and Paradise Bottom.   On 

the whole, there was little of interest to 

comment upon. 

 

 

Left:  Xylota segnis ς its orange 

abdomen glowing through its folded 

wings. 

 

Right: The amazing eyes of Tabanus 

bromus ς thousands upon thousands of 

tiny ommatidia, each equipped with a 

minute lens for focussing the light onto a 

receptor. This is a male which has no taste  

for blood, unlike the females that require 

the extra nourishment to form eggs.   This 

was photographed in Nightingale Valley. 

 

I recorded my first Myatropa florea for the year on the 

towpath on my way to Paradise Bottom. 

 

In the valley beneath Paradise Bottom, the stream that 

feeds the ponds and ultimately joins the Avon was as 

low as I had ever seen it, and simply reflected the fact 

that we have had an exceptionally dry Summer (see 

left).   

 

The 9th yielded several things of interest.. 
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Early in the 

morning six 

Magpies perched 

in our dead cherry 

tree.  Four of them 

were youngsters.  

I mention this 

because there has 

been an 

uncharacteristic 

absence of these 

birds of late. 

 

 

 

Above right are the two Magpies that were not in 

the photograph at the head of the page, sittiƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ǊƻƻŦΦ    Above left: Until now, we 

have not seen any Bullfinches in the garden this Summer.  As of today, they are back ς often two 

cocks and a hen ς and a variable number of immatures like the one snapped through my study 

window. 

 

Hunting around compost heaps are often good 

value because of the rich mixture of organic stuff 

rotting down which is often a choice location for 

many invertebrates to feed and breed.  A 

succession of species reach their peak of 

abundance and then disappear ς today there 

were large numbers of these little wing-waving 

flies which belong to the Sepsidae (right). Wing 

waving is a method of attracting mates and 

establishing a pecking order among these flies. 
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Right: This fly is always attracted to decaying matter in 

which its grubs develop.  I am pretty sure that it is a 

female  Graphomya musculaia ς a member of the 

Muscinae to which the House Fly belongs.   The details 

of its anatomy reveal its true relationship 

 

Vein 4 swoops down in a curve towards the trailing edge of the wing (see above left) and the arista 

attached to th antennae are plumose (see left) 

 

Note: ¢ƘŜ ΨŦƭŜǎƘ ŦƭȅΩ above, 

although superficially similar, is 

fundamentally different from a 

Muscid ς it has relatively huge 

ΨŦŜŜǘΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘΗ  Lǘ belongs to the 

Sarcophaginae. 

 

Left: For the first time, I recorded 

the Hoverfly, Cheilosia illustrata in 

the garden.  This year, I have 

recorded this species more often 

than in previous years. 
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Left: This bee mimic is especially hirsute, with 

bristly eyes and great tufts of hair issuing from 

the sides of its thorax ς the latter being a 

diagnostic feature of the species.  Welcome 

though this visitor was to the garden, the 

same cannot be said for these.......... 

 

............ Roe Deer.  We were plagued by Roe last 

Summer, but until the 11th of the month, we had 

escaped.  Early in the morning, there were 4!  I 

managed to grab an indifferent shot on a point and 

shoot camera of three of them, and another was 

lurking elsewhere under the apple trees.  The doe 

in the photo on the right, had twins.  Sweet they 

may be, but they eat everything in sight.  So, up 

went the orange builders netting across our drive.  

Although barely 4ft high, it seems to be a 

deterrent.   

 

Right:  By now, the lawn had become very parched 

and some of the garden crops needed watering 

daily to prevent them withering in the heat. 

 

 

 

 

 

By now, the 

Meadowsweet was in 

bloom around the 

pond, and tiny flies 

which rejoice under 

the name of 

Diphyllobothrium 

latum were flitting 

between the lilly pads 

(left). 
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Left:  Purple 

Loosestrife, one of 

my favourite 

waterside plants ς 

also in flower in the 

boggy part by our 

pond.  And in the 

centre ς Macleaya.  

Although the flowers 

are quite 

insignificant, they 

are a magnet for 

Bumblebees. 

 

 

 

 

Right:  The flowers of Macleaya with clusters of 

anthers hanging from each one.  I suspect that the 

Bumblebees are attracted by the pollen rather 

than nectar.  

 

After several years of heavy yields, I was 

expecting this would be a lean one for our 

apples.  Nevertheless, they are without 

exception,  full of developing fruit;   left; a pair 

of fulsome Peasgood Nonsuches beginning to 

develop their characteristic blush. 

 

11th July, we visited Ashlands Nature Reserve, 

cycled round the track to Portishead docks.  The 

long period of dry weather was due to come to an 

end, and the sky looking west over the River Severn 

indicated a coming front bearing unsettled weather 

more typical of our Summers.  A Reed Warbler was 

singing beside one of the channels and we saw 

several Common Blue Butterflies on the way 


