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A Week in Greece

It wasnot what we had expected. Sally and | landedviytilene on the island ofLesvoson St.
DS2NBSQ@F! BINRf U F2NJ I 6S5SS1Qa adleo CFNJ FNRY (KS
time of the year, the sky was overcast, a gale was blowingtfatemperature was a chilly 8 degs

C. We drove tdalloni near where we were staying | Yy K 2 dzNI & caeadNskofped 6 &
around for a fleece or something warmer than we had brought with us, but to no avail. Although
somewhat of a shock after leaving the UK during a warm spell, the blast of weather from the steppes

of Eurasia was no bad thing as it had grded huge numbers of migrating birds, and it was these

that we wanted to see.

After Crete, lesvos is D NB § PF'$afpest island about 40 miles long, it liemnly between 5 and 8

miles off the vest coast ofTurkeyd LiQa I faneof the/majorkyBvaysdf Girkls ngfating
to and fromEuropeand Africa. LESVOS WaS  mar cf seann AND NDEX et
put on the map byRichard Brooksvho has 7O SITE mAs =
been visiting the island since 199And has

written the definitive guides for visiting bird
watcheas. Entitled Birding on tle Greek

Island ofLesvos copies can be obtained from : ¥ )
his website (/ww.richard-brooks.co.uly or e E o —
any bookshop It is essential readingwell > ; G~ 2
illustrated with his owrexcellentphotographs
with detailed mapgright) on where to go ad
what youcan expect tesee. Richard booked
our hotel and cabecause of arrangements that he has built up over the years.

We stayed irSkala Kallon{see arrow abovga
small fishing village centrally placed and
located next to two estuaries, an extensive
| series of saltpans and associated meadows and
marshes, and excellent for birdShere is a
cluster of conveniently placed hotels in the
area. h dzZND & Baleini, afKeBdly hotel
run by George Kapsalisand his three
daughters. It has comfortablaccommodation

a good bar anglenty of Greekstyle food.

As a bonus, a lofty palm tree growing in one of tf
courtyards hada colony of noisySpanish Sparrows
(right) nesting in the crown.Every evening,if flocks
of these lirds flew into theKalloni Poolon their way
to their roost



We arrived at our hotel late afternoon on the
23% and took a short walk down to th&alloni
Pool The weather had certainly brought a
Wil yRFIEEQ 27 | ANHzy RAyYy Sa
Swallows, House Martins and Sand Martins
were lined up on the telephone wiresOn the
left is part of a lineup with three specieg an
ordinary Swallow, a Redrumped and a Sand
Martin. Among them was a scattering &ed
rumped Swallows A pair ofGarganeycould be
glimpsed on the poo the vegetation was well
on the way to obscuring much of the fres¢anding waterNightingalessang from the hotel gardens
and the scrukaround the margins of the marsh.

FRIDAY 24 APRIL Every day, | was out of the hotel at sunrise (06.30hrs) and generally went along
to the salt pans. But this morningwent birdwatching around the hotel. Thankfully, the sky had
cleared although theden wind would not abate until around lunch time.

Above a trypical sunrise oveKalloni Marsh

Large numbers oMHirundines were much in
evidence and on the salt marsh by th@/est )
Kalloni River there was an abundance o
Yellow Wagtailsof the blackheaded feldeggy
and the Blueheaded flavab WNJ OS &
right, is ablue-headedone its feathers ruffled
by the wind, even at ground level. Thes
common lark here is th€restedwhich replaces §&=
the Skylark(which isa Winter visitor here)over
much of Europe. They tend to sdround on
dusty roads and flutter out of the way as yo
approach.




Left: an aptly named Crested Lark, showing the
enormously long hind claw, so characteristic of
members of theLarkfamily.

On the West Kalloni River there were Wood
Sandpipersand bothLittle-ringed and Kentish Plovers,

the latter two always an attraction to British bird
watchers because of their relative rarity in the UK
Once widespread in Kent and Sussex, tentish

2% Plover (below left) wasfinally driven to extinction in
England in the county that bears its name. Luckily, it is a fairly
cosmopolitan species and on the other side of the Atlantic,
goes by the more appropriate name $howy Plover

By contrast,in the UKthe Little
Ringedhas benefited no end from
industrial sand pitswhere an increasing number of pairs breeNote its small size and diagnostic
yellow eyering. It also lacks a wing bahich the ordinarnRinged Plovesports.

The balmy climate of theMediterranean is where ar

newly acquiredLittle Egretscome from. Here, ohes/os

they were frequently observed, and on the left, is one

fishing in West Kalloni River dazzlingly white in the

intense early morning sunshineAll around, it seemed,
Goldfinches were twittering, GreenfinchesWg KSST Ay 3 Q>
Sparrowschirping, Corn BuntingsW2 I y 3t E¢sie® | Yy R
Larkswere giving their poor imitation of the cascading

song of theSkylark At 08.00hrs, | drove back for breakfast

duly impressed not only by the abundance of birds but

also by thedisplay of flowers almost everywhere | looked.

It had, we were told, been a wet seaspAfter breakfast,

Sally and | set off for thKalloni Salt Pangust a kilometre

or two from the hotel pasSkala Kalloni On reaching the
perimeter road whib runs along the edge of the main

channel of the worksapart from the presence oBlackwinged Stilts there was an impressive

number of Wood Sandpipersand Ruffsfeeding furiouslyin the shallows. The former is the most
common waderduring themigration periodmigration. ¢ KA & Ydzaid o6S | @l fdzZ 6t S
on their flight fromEast Africao the far North where they nest.




Right:5 Wood Sandpipers T . "
and a femaldRuff (Reeve). —

Below: A Ruff touching
down. On tle 29" April, :
large floks of these birds Mg
were on the salt pans -

N

-

-

About 1 km. Along the perimeter, a small drainage
- channel passes into the main chanflelft) and here we
' spent some time watchingwallowsfluttering into the
‘, - stiff breeze and picking flies off the surface of the water.

There were flies galore here
(and probably everywhere
else around the pans), and thus a haven for insectivorous birds
in need of replenishing their fuel supply. After, athany of
these migrants still had far to flg many into Russiaand
Central Asia Yellow Wagtailswere numerous and, like the
Swallows several were catching insects around the edge of
this creek. n the 1950s, was very familiar with this species
when | waswatching birds inEssex In those days, there used to be 200+ pairs nesting around
Abberton Reseevoialone. Butwith the draining of wet meadows and intensive farming in the UK,
these lovelyWagtails no longerturn up in anywhere near thosénds ofnumbers in the UK.




For instance, in Noth Somerset where | now live, there were no records of nesting in 200Hat
a pleasure it was to see soany herein Greece A month or two previously, these birdsere
probably hunting flies around the feet Blephantsin East Africa

We eventually drove slowly pagi KS &1 f G0 62N] Qa Sy (iN} yOSRedOlI 1§ OKAY
footed Falcong the only onewe saw all week YR | NNA @SR | & GKS ItWMRE YLI FAS
the sight ofSwifts and Hirundinesbombing

in from the sea that had tempted us to this

area. Fighting the wind, the birds swooped

down to ground level, swerving erratically

as they intercepted insects while heading

inland. | did not see any obvioiallid

Swifts but Sally spotted a gup of Collared

Pratincoles flying quite high and

purposefully with theSwifts. Here, we also

saw half a dozerMute Swanswhich are

somewhat unusual here, and 2 pairs of

Ruddy Shelduckand awinchator two.

Just as eyeatching as the birds were thefverswhichl am afraid | am unable to name!



.Below. a selection of flowers =

Top right A Crested Larkwith food for its
nestlings amidst a carpet of flowers.

Middle right: large black bees were bus
collecting nectar from flowers.

Right A spectaculaHoverfly basking in
the sun. It is a species @hrysotoxumand
several are found in thBritish Isles

Retraéng our route, westopped at the
WFf 22RSR FTASERQ Iy
Whiskered Ternsand among them was White-winged Black Terrbut too far away to photograph
However,we would get a better chance later in the weeRorn Buntingsising the fencealong the
track assong posts were much easieBy carefully stopping the car abeam the singing bird, it was
often possible to photograph them without disturbing the performan(écture on thenext page).



Left: A Corn Buntingsinging for
all its worth! Note the shge of

the bill which is typical of
Buntings

A party ofGlossy Ibiswere also
feeding reasonably closgabout
40 had bea recorded today so

| thought Iwould try a bit of digi
scoping with myNikon ED82
w3 O2 Li8kon PBIRCCamera.
The results wre rot brilliant but
below is the best one. | am
having problems in getting the
correct camera settings

ys 2 00¢ 20“[2 GKS ExyR KI R SI aSR 02Ya7\RSNJ 0of ez
¢ perhaps too warm for these sheep which were grazifg ol KS WTf 22 RSR FTASt RQ®
scrum ofsheep are the lambs
sheltering in the shade
produced by their mothers.

with their heads in the centre and drooping to the groun
apparently to keep their heads codPerhaps sheep do no
need to do this in the UK where the climate is cooler.



Y20 KRNI BANR | g+ AGSR dza | a ¢
back to theMalemi Hotel ¢ a Spurwinged Plover

Although this species does range into Europe, it is

perhaps best known as afdfrican bird. The small

WA LJdzNE | NB  &aAldzZ §i®Rwhétey G KS
the first digit2 NJ Wi Kdzyo Q Aa aAddz G§SRd

Right a maleMarsh Harriet

Left a lone Black Stork soaring high on an
afternoon thermal. We caught sight of a solitary
White Storkearlier in the day out on the marshes.

After spending a little time looking out on the

estuary of the East Kalloni Riverwhere we

spotted Common, Sandwictand Little Terns,and

Yellowlegged and Mediterranean Blackheaded
Gulls we returned to the hotel well satisfied
with our first full day orL_esvos

Left: AYellowlegged Gullstanding on astreet

lamp inScalaKallong2 yS 2F GKS Wl SNNA
complex that has been made up to specific
statusLarus cachinnans



