'mm Another soggycool anddismalmonth brings this Summertthe coolest for 18
v years,almost to an end. Although the month started well, it deteriorated rapidly

and so, for much ofugust | hardly touched my cameraHowever, on thel®, Sallyand | went down
to[] Aff 202 Y0 S Znalid ieserve irdtNNaEKE oiviHills

Above: An alien from space? No, the faceaoimaleHeamatopota pluvialis a bloodsuckingTabanid
Ftex yR 02YY2y Many, Ge this SpBcied, havetdordiaaalDphtterned eyesbut
others have very pretty bodies as well.

Only the females drawlood. This onesettled on top of the caas soon as we arrived and seemed to
be sweeping the dust with its front legs as it moved across the roof.



Right: The meadow at

Lilycombe with tall grass, §
Hogweedand Meadowsweetg
but not a lot to see when|
compared to visits that | madef$s
about a year ago.

After all the rain that we have been
having, the steam was flowing well.
The rockson theright are where Otter
spraint has been observednd recent
use of a Trailcam has revealed the
presence of a pair dDtters.

ﬁ“‘

GreenveinedWhite Butterflieswere present andibove left a male is hovering nearhat | took to be

a female. The paihen took off andperformed a towering flight which was presumably part of their
courtship possibly leading to copulation.
In the end, they disappeared behind some
trees.

Left: Meadow GrasshopperGhorthippus
parallelus).




Left: A pair of Soldier
Beetles mating. They
look like Rhagonycha
fulva because of the
dark tips to the elytra.
They derive their name
from the their
colouration which is
reminiscent of the
military  uniforms  of
bygone eras.

Right: A Longhorn Beetle Gtrangalia
maculate) on Angelica

Ckarly, the Angelica was the chief
attraction for nectar and pollefieeding
insects.

A few of the umbels were buzzing
with flies and most of them were
little Bluebottles (Calliphoridg ¢
see right. A single Hoverfly
(Eristalis sp.) is on the left of the
picture.



Left: There are lots of flies that look
like this sol have not identified this
one ¢ here dabbing anthers with the
expanded tip of its proboscis.

Right: As | have commented in previodature
Notes flies do notjust buzz around spreading
germs! In their owrterms, they keep themselve
pretty well spick and span. On thight, the fly
in the picture above is rubbing its foreleg
together to remove the surface detritus. Som@
bees are able to collect the grain$ pollen but
other insects cannot.

Left: This is a Syrphid and,
although rather dark with little
' orange on the abdomen, | think
~ is a femaleEristalis arbustorum
It has rather hairy eyes and
~ possiby a giveaway charactelis
. the narrow white margins to the
rear of each abdominal tergite.




Right:Here, the same individual is rubbling its eye.

Left: A side view of the above
individual showing the dusted
(pale) face and partially dark
front tibia which would seem
~to rule outA. pertinax.

Right: A male E.
arbustorum showing the
wing venation. The deepl
OdzZNWSR @SAy
@S Ay QEna Ui are
very easy to see and these
are very much a
characteristic of the
hoverflies



Left: A closeup of the expandedabella at
the tip of theproboscis It acts like a sponge
and can draw fluids like nectar up into the
T £ ph@rgnxand thence into the gut. These
insects have no jaws.

Below: This would seem to bdcpistrophe
elegans

The abdomen is
traversed by
black
wyz2dzadal O
bands ¢ that is,
they curve
forwards at the
margins. The
sides of the
abdomen  are
not beaded the
antennae  are
effectively black
and on oher
photos, there
are two pale
lines  running
down the centre

of the thorax.

Right: Syritta pipiens a species
that often abounds in rough
meadows, and one that | have
recorded before in Lillycombe
Although a smalldark fly, it is
easily recognised by the swolle
hind femora, each of which has &
row of spinesalong the bottom.

-



Left: A small, smokewinged,

red-eyed hoverfly C

Chrysogaster solstitialis It is

frequently encountered during
the summer.

Right: This, however, is

Sawfly ¢ probably Arge

berberidis If so,the species

was first recorded inEssexin

2002 and is now found widely
in southern England. The
larvae defoliateberberis Note
the long antennae. Sawflies
are classified asdymenoptera =
and placed in the subrder
Symphyta The long antennae
are quite unlike those of
ordinary 2-winged flies.

BT P i
One more proper fly but thls rather pretty one isS&ratiomyids(Soldier Flies Although | could at
obtain a view of the abdomen, this individual looks as though @hkromyaformosac the socalled
Broad Centurion It is one of the most nuarous of theStratiomydsin the UK.



Right A Small Skipper in typical
resting pose with the forewings
raised and the hind ones depressed.

Much smallerones were also present. Snails like th

occur in piles of rotting wood in our garden.

Although true butterflies, the skippers have a
passing resemblance to moths. The moth on
the left is aSilverY,a species that often flies
by day and arrives from the continent,
sometimes in large numbers. Years ago,
these used to be regular visitors Buddleias

in the days before light pollution and habitat
changes resulted in a great diminution of

moth numkers.
Lillycombe can be quite
a damp location, and
there the snails on the
left were common in
certain areas. They look
for all the World like
pond snails limnea sp
but are in fact perfectly
good terrestrial specieg
Amber Snails (left)




YAadl(1Syte OFffSR
are formed by a small wasp which lay:
an egg into an oak bud and the activitie'
of the grub causes the tree to form a
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Above: The Red Deelstags inAshton CourtParkwere st|II|n velveton the 2nd '

Right: By the edge of théeer Park this

rather tatty Gatekeeperwas flitting about
It was a pleasure to see a butterfl
because there has been such a dearth of

them thisyear.
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A clump of Himalayan Balsamin flower,
sometimes known a$ 2 f A OS Y I y. Qs

1839 apparently at the same time assiant
Hogweed and Japanese Knotweed. The plant
which is unwelcome in many places, produces
only these attractive flowers but also copious supplies of nectar which means that our native
pollinators prefer to visit it rdter than our native
species. Even me aggressive and destructive i
Japanese Knotweedand there is a good clump of

it near Cumberland BasinLeff). The plant was
originally very favoured by Victorian grdeners
because ofits white sprays © feathery flowers.
However, little did they realisets potential for
destructon. The roots force their way metres
down into the soil and are thus difficult to
eradicate, and the plants spreadapidly by
underground stolons that can squeeze through into
buildings and even emerge through cracks in
concrete. These inoffensive looking plants are
pests and the Bristol City Councilhas been
informed about this cluster and will be attempting

to eradicate thembefore they spread too widely.

&Q
-

Despite tleir pariah status, bees love them!




i e /

Japanese Knotweedpretty but thoroughly
unloved except for bees.

The Towpath was not terribly
productive, but I did obtain a few
decent shots of insects. On thedft,
Melangyna umbellatarum which is
a very small, delicateoverfly.

Right: Epistrophe grossularia
showing typical behaviour dfiover
feeding
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~ Above: Two views ofCheilosia bergenstammi | also spotted avyatropa florea.

The Foxesare still coming into the garden early in the evegni We have counted up to foukt the
same tine.

. J L= -
.am *n- 1 ,..v"-u..., y- ‘ ! g iy 6 B
Above.Spot the fourth. Itis Iurklng in the vegetatlon at the top left hand S|de of the photo

/ dZNA 2 dzaf exX WGKS 2fR
for over a year has vanished and what we a
getting now are three youngsters and a
somewhat spottycoated dog which is
showing signs of moulting. All of these
photos were taken through doublglazing in
fading light.




Right:  This young
Fox is busy either
burying chicken
bones or chewing
them up as though
they were sticks of
celery!

These photos were taken between t88 and 12" of the month.

13

Left: In the
foreground is the
dog Fox with a
spotty coat. | have
a feeling that it is
the individual that
S OFIftfSR Wo
At Qo | 26 S
now that the
animal is renewing
his coat, it is
looking a ot
leaner. The
reason for the
pale patches is a
mystery ¢ perhaps
parasites? He is
completdy
tolerant of the
skittish
youngsters.
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On the5™, | spent the fine but
fresh  morning  wandering
around the gardens at
Tyntesfield

There were plenty oiVaspsabout
either collecting ptien or trying to
catch flies feeding on the flowers.

Above At last a decent shot dEristalis
pertinax, Thisone is a male with te
characterigcally pointed abdomen. In
fact a cluster of hogweed near the
entrance had quite a few on them but
the wind made it difficult for me to
photograph them.

Above:A closely relatedrone Ry (Eristalis tena).
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Right: E tenax usually has an almost
completely brown rounded abdomen anc
black legs. They often occur together o
the same flower heads.E. pertinax has
partly orange legs.

Left: A rather fat
female Xylota
segnismopping up
pollen from petals.
| guess tht she is
full of eggs. Like
Syritta pipiens this
species has spines
on the basal
surface of thehind
femora ¢ they can
just beseen in this
photograph.

Right: An Ichneuman Waspor
Fly. This one looks like a mal
because | can see no sign of |
long ovipositor. They are.
parasites, the females inserting
their eggs into the larvae of
other insects.
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The wild flower beds {4
near the walled §
kitchen garden were
ablaze with colour
and it paid the ~#%
spend time there {8

because of the [

insects that were
attracted to the site.

It was certainly worth it because one of the
first that | saw was a species that had eluded
me for some timeg Epistrophe elegangleft).
Although it has the same overall colouring as
one of the Eristalis species, it is a delicate
looking fly andbelonging to quite a different
family of theSyrphidae

The presence of so many different flower
made for very colourful photographs.

This was to prove to be the only
example ofScaeva pyrastrthat | saw
this year, at least up until the end of
the month. In the UK, we only have
two black and white hoverflieg this

is one of them. Volucella péelucensis
the other.
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Right: Sphaerophoria scripta

Left: This is a female&Syrphussp. In
closeup it looks as though it has dark

- orange antennae, in which case it$s
vitripennis. To check, | compared it with
an image sent to me byfony Cottrell,
which  confirms my identification
(below).

Left: A clump ofEchinaceavere alive
with bumblebees, foraging frantically
on the central domes of anthers.
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Thus ended one of the best mornings of the
summer photographing insects.

Right: A young Green Woodpeckeron the
lawn, pausing while searching for ants.
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It is alwayspleasing to seeBullfinchesin the
garden. During the month, a pair and their
small brood continued to appear at the
feeders. On théeft, one of the young birds
sees off aGreat Titwhile the parents feed on
seeds spilt onto the ground. Occasional
(hiff-chaffs have also been passing through.

Grey Squirrelshave continued to feast on|
the abundant crop oHazelnuts. With so
much natural food around, they have so fa
not attacked the bird feeders. In fact, all o™
our peanut dispensers are nowquirrel
proof.

As | noted last month, it is set to be another bumper year
for apples Our trees are laden witthem.
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There are too many on this bough. | should have
thinned them out earlier in the summer.

— - i \ . 2. 4
AWR I Y al@m/firee by the side of the road nearl
us was also full of delicious sweet fruit that &
managed to pick at the end of the month
Indeed, it hadeen an excellent year for plums.

Above: The Snapdragonsn our garden were in full flower and it is always interesting to see how the
bumblebeesseem to know how to get at the nectariesslly tells me that they prefer these deep red

ones. Theleft one looks likeBombus pescuoruml am rot sure if the one forcing its way between the
WEALIAQ 2F GKS FE26SNI Aad GKS &atkryYS AYRAQDGARdzZ f @

of the bee rubs against the anthers, thus picking up pollen which it can then carry to another plant.
{2YS 2F AG SyRa dzJ Ay (GKS 0SS QightHamdphotSgyapho Tael S a
Buddleiashave been a picture but very few inects, let alone butterflies have visited them this y&ar.

the middle of the month, the.acecapHydrangeawas a picture. However, again, very little made use

of the pollen except foHoneybees
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When foraging on théacecap Hydrangeahe
Honeybeesalways end up with pollen basketJe. .
crammed with pale blue pollen. Their bodie 9“‘&“‘_

are often heavyy dusted with the stuff as well|

like the insect on theight.

Left: Found inLeigh Woodschurchyard,
a deadPygmy Shrewhere laid next to a
couple of stamps to show its diminutive
size.

John Burrell sent me some photos of
moths that he recently caght at
Lillycombe

| Above: Anlron Prominent andleft, a Slender Brindle
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Gty (N AF 2 \
Topleft: ACloaked Carpet.

Topright: ADrinker.
Above ABurnished Brass.

Right: ABlue-bordered Carpet.

Left: AJersey Tigerlts orange and black hind wings are hidden
underneath thedramaticallystriped forewings. Once just an
immigrant, this moth is now breeding in this country and thus
becoming ever more frequently recordedhi¥ oneflew into
W2 Ky Qa K 2 dza SBridgyateii KTBe speRigsSs clasely
related to the startlingly colouredscarlet Tiger Mothsthat
brazenly fly during the daytime, protected by their warning
colouration.

The mention of the word immigrant, leads me to record the
unwelcome fact that durindlugust, | have caught no less than

5 largeHouse Spiderscurrying across the carpets. This is early;
these spiders usually enter the houseSeptemberc¢ perhaps

the odd one at the end of Augustbut 5 already! It is going to

be an earlyAutumn. Indeal, by the end of the month, the
foliage on some trees showed distinct signs of changing. As for




foliage, | record the fact that theHorse Chestnuthat |
planted, perhaps rather unwisely, in the gardemrouple of A 33 ’ ~
decades ago which has suffered fropremature leaf ;‘4\\
browningcaused by parasitic burrowing wasps has been gt

but free of this blight this year. The foliage has lookd* .
good and, for the first time, the trednas developed a3 ;
couplez ¥ WwO2y 1 SNA Rshould start$oHldwera

On the odd fine, warm day from the middle of
the month, an occasionaledcock and Red
Admiralwas seenri the garden. Usually, they
did not stay long, despite the fact that the
Buddleias were stilh excellent flower.

It has been a good month for cld watching,
with some dramatic skiescaused by a
relentless passage of warm and cold fronts

jet-stream. On theleft, developingcumulus
clouds are scattered across the sky.

Right: This is the view of them frommy
microlight, looking north towards Bristol.
These were taken on the5" around 09.30.

dragged across us by an unusually northerly
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The22" did usher in a few days of
reasonable weather, and at 07.30
hrs, veils of fog hung over Ashton
Vale (left). Doynton, where the
airfield is situated was also
swathed in fog when | arrived, but
the sun quickly broke it up allowing
me to take to the air. My intetion
was to fly 40 miles south to
Compton Abbasand this involved
flying over a wide band of rising fog

Right: Fog from 3000 ft.
Above it, the air was crystal
clear with virtually no wind.

.
‘ Half an hour later, | arrive

over Compton Abbasin
clear sky. In the distance,
you can see Thdenglish
Channelfrom this height.
This photo was shown on
Point West that night by
lan Ferguson as a
background to his weather
forecast.
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The fine weather
started to deteriorate

on the 24", This was
the scene oveAshton

Court at 8.15, with

glorious cirrus clouds

draped across the
heavens. This
foretold of an

approaching front.

This was taken on the same spot &
15.00hrs but looking towards the south
west. A brisk wind is blowing and the sk
is full of ragged clouds bringing rain durin
the evening.

Left: Good news. Theld dog Fox

Aa ol 01 @ ' FGSNJ &s

absence when we thought that he

KIR LISNKI L&A WwWO2LILISR

roads, he suddenly appeardabld

as brass and sat down on the lawn

CWEFalAy3aQ T2 Mouklyh a adzl
the two cubs and thespotty adult

have vanished. Perhaps he has

seen them off.

Note: He is easily recognisable
because of his injured left jaw
- which seems to causehim no
trouble.
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% * - B
And what is Tony Cottrell photographing?  Perhaps thi§ine specimen ofXanthogramma
pedissequum He has encountered this striking species several times this year on his daily saunters
along theAvon Towpath It is easy to overlook because it tends to fly very close to the groumalvel

yetto seeit. Imet him down by the river on th24" but the fly eluded me.
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pendulis Bottom: Syrphus vitripennigorange antennae) and a brigBtistalis horticola

oid Qa ¢ 2
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5dzZNAy 3 (GKS Y2y GKZ AG o1 &
harbour is now home toOtters ¢ a species that has.~ _
bounced back from the brink of extinction in England as ¢ &
rivers have become ever cleaner. They have now be
recorded in every county in England. Tony Cottrell lives|
his yacht in the marina and one night, he was awoken
boisterous thumps on his deck. During the morning,
found out that it wasOtters because they had left their
characteristic spraint on his dedfight). The best can do f
for our garden, apart from Foxes, iSTawny Owlwhich, on
three occasions this rmth, has sat on a telegraph pole
carrying power cables to out neighbours. This happens j
as darkness falls and we can just make out its silhoue
There have also been a febats flitting around in the
gloaming.

Right: Wood Pigeoheaven. The
bird is surrounded b¥lderberries

NR &l 2f

Left: A fewHarebellsare flowering in the verge of our
road inLeigh Woods It is one of the species singled
out for special protection because meadows in which

it used to flower in such pro&ion are now scarce.

Right: At last, an encounter with/olucella inanison
the Towpathon the 27".



