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AUGUST 2009  and another month in which the weather has been very unsettled.  But it has 

not been without its highlights.  David Davies, who lives in Abbots Leigh found two species of 

Herons on his pond at lunch time on the first of the month.  His  photograph  is on the left, shows a 

Little Egret stalkƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ a 

Heron.  We often see Herons passing over our house 

and we have, in the past, had one briefly land by our 

small pond.  Little Egrets have been recorded fishing on 

the river near Sea Mills ς but in a local garden, that 

Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ΨŦƛǊǎǘΩΦ   The spread of Little Egrets during the 

last 40 years from across the English Channel may have 

been enabled by an amelioration of our climate.  Now, 

it seems they are being joined by Cattle Egrets (below ς 

photo taken in Spain) 

of which there is 

already evidence of the 

species nesting in 

southern England.  

Once confined to 

Africa, they have been 

quite relentlessly extending their range for well over a century.  

The month has also seen a continuation of the gratifying numbers of 

Butterflies.  Early on, the Buddleas were in full flower, and it was a 

pleasure to see our bushes busy with these fluttering insects.  

Seeing several perch on one panicle brought back memories of what 

was commonplace several decades ago. 

 

 

We had Commas, Small 

Tortoiseshells, and Large Whites 

early in the month on our bushes ς 

often with three sharing the same 

feeding station.  However, Ron 

Martin  ς our friend who lives near 

Lyme Regis ς sent me the photo on 

the left taken in his flower-rich 

garden.  There are six ς 5 are 

Peacocks.  When we visited him and 

his wife, Margaret during the middle 

of the month, a bunch of flowering 

Purple Loosestrife was literally 

shimmering with Large Whites. 
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With so many around,  when light was good, there 

were plenty of opportunities to up-date the photo 

collection of Butterflies.  Above left, a Large White 

briefly shows off his upper wing pattern.  They usually 

feed with the wings folded above the body, while other 

species relish the warmth of the sun.  The Peacock 

(upper right) can afford to do so because of his scary 

eye-spots which must  deter predators, especially when 

the bottom pair are exposed as well.  Right is a more 

modestly marked Gatekeeper. 

Our Lace-cap 

Hydrangea has 

been a mass of 

blossom, and this has attracted all manner of insects, 

including lots of Honey Bees.   They have been numerous in 

Leigh Woods as well this year (we hardly saw one last year).  

The pollen, like the flowers, is mauve. So the bees are all 
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loaded with coloured pollen balls 

(below).   

Left:  A worker Honey-bee seemingly 

weighed down by two great balls of 

pollen trapped in its pollen baskets.  You 

can see the pollen grains adhering to 

the fine hairs on the body; these are 

combed off by the bee and are a useful 

source of protein for the colony.  

 

Right:  A small bee of a different species with a 

mass of yellow pollen in its leg baskets.  This 

photo was taken in Leigh Woods.  

 

Left:  Chrysotoxum bicinctum ς a Hoverfly that I 

had never before observed.  I thought originally 

that it was a kind of Wasp because of its 

colouration and long antennae.  The latter is a 

characteristic of this fly.  

Our Lace-cap maintained its colourful canopy 

for the whole month, and it was interesting to 

witness the succession of different insects on it.   

At the beginning of August, there was an 

abundance of the Hoverfly ς Myatropa florea 

(right), a striking species with a banded 

abdomen and patterned thorax.  I had never 

seen so many in our garden before. 
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I photographed the fly on 

the right on the 8th August 

which I think is Epistrophe 

grossularia, although 

Tony Cottrell thought that 

it maybe Syrphus 

vitripennis!   

 The scutellum is yellow, the black bars on the abdomen are 

parallel and stay the same width as they wrap around the 

sides,  the hind femur is certainly blackish at the base (they 

are all yellow in S. ribesii), the antennae are black and there 

are distinct grey stripes on the thorax. These are 

characteristics of E. grossularia.  However, without the 

specimens under a microscope, these yellow-banded 

Hoverflies can be difficult to identify with absolute certainty. 

Above:  A small, grey-spotted  species recorded  on 2nd August.         Melangyna umbellatarum? 

Throughout the month, 

two members of the 

genus Xylota were 

present on the Lace-

cap. X. segnis was the 

most abundant. On the 

left, is one grooming its 

wings to display the 

characteristic orange on 

the abdomen, normally 

hidden when at rest. 
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The same fly in a more normal pose ς 

not that they stay still for long.  They 

flit from one leaf to another and then 

quickly crawl hither and thither.  I was 

also pleased to see several X. 

xanthocnemis ς referred to last 

month (below) 

 

This species has a bright yellow tip 

to its abdomen ς again, normally 

concealed under the folded wings, 

and flashy yellow hind tibia ς thus 

xanthcnemis - which immediately 

draw attention to it.  I managed to 

catch the fly on the right just as it 

slightly lifted its wings. 

 

Left:  The first record in the garden this year of 

Volucella pellucens on Hemp Agrimony. This 

reasonably large Hoverfly has prettily patterned 

wings and an almost translucent 1st segment on 

its abdomen.  Photographed on 2nd August. 

 

The Lace-cap stands next to {ŀƭƭȅΩǎ compost 

heaps and among the plethora of very small flies 

that buzz around them, were several metallic 

green Stratiomyids (Soldier Flies).  These were tiny in comparison 

with some of the species pictured so far.   I had to catch one, cool it 

down in the fridge, and examine it under a microscope to realise what 

they were.  They were a species of Microchrya. 
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Right & below: 

A Wren having a 

dust bath in the 

vegetable plot. 

 

 

Young birds have continued to flock into 

the garden throughout the month.  All the 

Tits seem to have had an excellent year, 

and so have Blackbirds.  Young Magpies and Jays have appeared and a brood of Hedge Sparrows 

has been in and around the garden (one of them is illustrated above, having a drink).  The post-

breeding flock of Chaffinches built up to a couple of 

dozen birds this month, and both Greenfinches and 

Goldfinches continue to visit the feeders.  

Right:  Sally photographed this Green Woodpecker 

on the lawn with her camera. 

I saw a Spotted Flycatcher in the garden and also 

my last Swifts over the house on the 1st August ς 

not that we see many in the Summer now anyway. 

But House Martins appeared on and off throughout 

the month.  I noted one Chiff-chaff passing through 

on the 15th and, for the first time, a Lesser 

Whitethroat on the 24th. 

The weather kept uncharacteristically fine and fairly stable for the Bristol Balloon Festival which was 

held in Ashton Court Park between the 6th and 9th of the month.  In fact, the wind was so light for 

some of the launches that balloons hardly drifted to the edge of the city. 
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Left: Flying to 

Ashton Court  

early in the 

morning on the 

8th, with a fine 

view looking up 

the Avon Gorge; 

another view 

looking east over 

the city as the 

balloons lift off.  

The conditions 

were perfect. 

 

 

The herd of Red Deer in the park is 

prospering, and the stags had grown their  

their full-sized antlers by the middle of 

the month in preparation for the rut.   

Several Magpies were searching for ticks 

on the animals, or watching for insects 

disturbed by the grazing activities. 


