AUGUST 2009 and another month in which theveather has been very unsettledut it has

not been without its highlights David Daws, who lives inAbbots Leighfound two species of

Heronson his pond at lunch time on the first of the monthdis photographs on theleft, showsa

Little Egretstalkh Y3 | NRdzy R (G KS agl (G SNID3
Heron We often seeHeronspassing over our house

and we have, in the past, haahe briefly land by our

small pond. Little Egretshave been recorded fishing on

the river nearSea Mills¢ but in a local garden, that

Ydza i 0 S The sptdad obiklél Eyds during the

last 40 years from across tlinglishChannelmay have

been enabled by an amelioration of our climate. Now,

it seems they are being joined IBattle Egretgbelow ¢

photo taken in Spain)

of which there s
already evidence of the
species nesting in

southern England

Once confined to

Africa, they have been §
guite relentlessly extending their range faell over a entury.

Seeing several perch on one panicle brouggitk memories of what S
was commonplace several decades ago.

We had Commas, Small
Tortoiseshells and Large Whites
early in the month on our bushes

often with three sharing the same
feeding station. However, Ron

Martin ¢ our friend who lives near
Lyme Regis¢ sent me the photo on
the left taken in his flowerich

garden. There are si 5 are

Peacocks When we visited him and
his wife, Margaret during the middle
of the month, a bunch of flowering
Purple Loosestrife was literally

shimmering withLargeWhites.




With so nmany around, when light was good, there
were plenty of opportunities to uplate the photo
collection of Butterflies. Above left a Large White
briefly shows off his upper wing pattern. They usua
feed with the wings folded above tHeody, while other
species relish the warmth of the sun. TReacock
(upper right) can affordto do so because of his sca
eyespots which must deter predatorespecially Wwen
the bottom pair are exposed as welRightis a more
modestly markedsatekeeper

Our Lacecap
Hydrangea has
been a mass of
blossom, and this has attracted all manner of insects,
including lots ofHoney Bees They have been numerous in
Leigh Woodsas wellthis year (we hardly saw one last year).
The pollen, like the lbwers, ismauve So the bees are all




loaded with coloured pollen balls
(below).

Left: A worker Honeybee seemingly
weighed down by two great balls of
pollen trapped in its pollen baskets. You
can see the pollen grains adheritig
the fine hairs on the bodythese are
combed off by the beand are a useful
source of protein for the colony

Right: A smallbee of a different species with a
mass of yellow pollen in its legaskets. This
photo was takerin Leigh Woods

Left Chiysotoxum bicinctumg a Hoverflythat |

had never before observed. | thoughtiginally
that it was a kindof Wasp because of its
colouration and long antennae. The lattisra

characteristic of thidly.

Our Lacecap maintained its colourful canopy
for the whole month, and it was interesting t
witnessthe successio of different insects on it.
At the beginning ofAugust there was an
abundance otthe Hoverfly ¢ Myatropa florea
(right), a striking species with a bandec
abdomen and patterned thorax. | had never
seen so manin our garderbefore.



| photographed the flyon |
the right on the 8" August
which | think isEpistrophe
grossularia although
Tony Cottrellthought that
it maybe  Syrphus V
vitripennis!
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The scutellumis yeIIow the black bars on trebdomenare
parallel and stay the same width as they wrap around the
sides, the hindemuris certainly blackish at the base (they
are all yellow inS.ribesii), the antennaeare blak and there
are distinct grey stripes on thethorax These are
characteristics ofE. grossularia  However, without the
specimens under a microscope, these yeHoanded
Hoverfliescan be difficult to identify with absolute certainty.
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Above: Asmall greyspotted specie% recordecbn 2" August Melangyna umbellatarun®

Throughout the month,
two members of the
genus Xylota were

present on the Lace

cap. X. segniswas the

most abundant. On the
left, is one grooming its
wings to display the
characteristicorangeon

the abdomen, normally
hidden when at rest.




The same fly in a more normal pose
not that they stay still for long. They
flit from one leaf to another and then
quickly crawl hither andhither. | was
also plesed to see severalX.
xanthocnemis ¢ referred to last
month (below)

This species has a bright yellow ti
to its abdomeng again, normally
concealed under the folded wings
and flashy yellow hind tibig thus
xanthcnemis - which mmediatly
draw attention to it. | managed to}
catch the fly on theight just as it
slightly lifted its wings.

Left The first record in the garden this year of
Volucella pellucenson Hemp Agrimony This
reasonably largéHoverfly has prettily patterned
wings and an almost translucent' segment on
its abdomen. Photographed @i August

The Lacecap stands next to{ | f fcanmost
heaps and among the plethora of very small flie
that buzz around themwere several metallic
green Stratiomyids (Soldier Fligs These were tiny in compariso
with some of the species pictured so far. | had to catch one, cot
down in the fridge, and examine it under a microscopedalise what
they were. They were a specieshdicrochrya



Right & below
AWren having a
dust bath in the
vegetable plot.

Young birds have continued to flock into
the garden throughout the month. All the
Tits seem to have had an excellent year,
and so haveBlackbirds Young\/lagplesand Jayshave appearedind a brood oHedge Sparrows

has been in and around the garden (one of them is illustratbdve having a drink). The pest

breeding flock ofChaffinchesbuilt up to a couple of
dozen birds this month, and botBreenfinchesand

Goldfinchescontinue to visit the feeders.

on the lawn with her camera.

| sawa Spotted Flycatcheiin the garden and also 4
my last Swifts over the houseon the 1% Augustg |
not that we see many in th€ummernow anyway

the month. | noted oneChiff-chaff passing through
on the 15" and, for the first time, alesser |
Whitethroat on the24™.

The weather kept uncharacteristically fine and fairly stable forBhistol Ballon Festivawhich was
held in Ashton Court Parkbetween the6™ and 9" of the month. In fact, the wind was so light for
some of the launches that balloons hardly drifted to the edge of the city.



Left: Flying to
Ashton Court
early in the
morning on the
8" with a fine
view looking up
the Avon Gorge
another view
looking east over
the city as the
balloons lift off
The conditions
were perfect

The herd ofRed Deerin the park is
prospering, andhe stags had grown their
their full-sized anters by the middle of
the month in preparation for the rut.
SeveralMagpieswere searching for ticks
on the animals, or watching for insects
disturbed by the grazing activities.



