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Our Virgin Airbus 340descended through layers of
steamy cloud totouch downat 5 S fsK/asQnew
International Airport mid morning on the23"
November. Having left Bristokarlier the previous
day in bright sunshine, the cool, damp overca
was hardly what we expected a situation that
was not to change for a couple of days 4= M i,
bS320AFGAY3a (KS ONRSRSK ORI za —z71 ~wvot nnica uN}FTFTFJ
we transferred to our hotel- the Lalit beforetaking an afternoon tour of the oldest part of the city.

Apart from the ubiquitous and numerous feggigeons the most obvious birds that | saw on this, my

first visit to India were Common Mynahsand those
most opportunistic of scavengerBlack Kites

Right: A Streetin old Delhi. Around the corner, al
party of Rhesus Monkeysvere climbing along the [
tangle of wiring that seemed to be draped around 3
the streets in areas like this.

Below right: TheJama MasjidMosque ¢ old Delhi.
A very large flock opigeonswas feeding in the
square bounded by the walls.

Our first afternoon ended in theRaj Ghatthe memorial toa 2 K| Y Rl & WahankiwasY | Q
cremated. Flocks aommon Myna were heading for their roosts Thebirds were pourhg into

trees where they weranaking a racket just like Starlings Half a
dozenCattle Egretstalking insects on one of the open areas of gra
(see aboveeft, with anIndian House Croyv

A grey dawn broke the next d&ythe 24th. From the hotel wdow,

Black Kiteswere already on theving ¢ight) and while awaiting our
coach, in the
distance, aPainted
Stork flapped its
way across the city
¢ the only one | saw in two weekkeft).




Our first port of call waghe India Gate. The locationyielded
several specieshich were feeding on the lawns. Seve&bund
Squirrelswere scurrying over the ground. This little mammal w.
noted throughout the trip but nbin Shimla

Left: A party ofCommon

Mynas, a native pecies

which  has  become
established in many parts
of the world.The bird is a
common motif in Indian
culture.

these birds when, later in the tour, we crosse
the highly cultivéed Ganges Plaito Mendawa

Below: An interesting looking wagtail. It is thy
samePied/White Wagtailthat occurs inEurope %%
but of a different sukspecies .....

...Motacilla alba
alboides | saw several
during our two weeks in
India. These birdshave
very striking head
plumage and much more
white in their wings than
the Europeanforms.




And another familar speciesa Collared =~
Dov, a native to this part of the worldAs f,.‘ ‘
in the UKwhere it is anmmigrant, these '*’Q._...t- j
dovesare widespread. Y Vi

e —

Above Looking for all the world like dackdaw
this isaHouse Crow These mediursized,heavy
billed Corvidswere common irDelhi.

Right: An elegant memorial téseorge Vhear the
India Gate

Late morning, we visited thtallest stone tower in
the world, theQutub Minar (left). Celebrating the
victory of Mohammed Ghori, an invader from
Afghanistan,over theRajputs the 238ft tower was
completed in1200 AD This awesome structuris
rated as one of thegreat masterpiees of Indo-
Islamicarchitecture.

Right:Black KiteandIslamictext carved into the
tower.




More Black Kitesc the one on the left shows the
massive scale of th@utub Minar. It was a pity that
the sky was overcast.

Apart from theferal pigeonsand Common Mynas the
place was inhabited by small parties of screecHruse

ringed Parakeets¢ the same species that has bee
introduced intoSE England

Pretty parrots butwith earsplitting calls.




We left Delhi in the afternoon and, in pouring rain,
travelled to Agra to stay in the fivestar Jaypee Palace
Hotel.

En route, our coach passed a
W { dz] Qradkdahd marketc
look closely at the photo on
the left and you will see some
Rhesus Monkeysusing the
cables as a way of getting from
one side to another.

25" November. Agra,the Red Forand theTaj Mahal.

Although the planwas to make a very early start and view thgj
Mahal at sunrise, the glomy cloud caused a change gfan to await
clearer conditions later in the day and to visit the gréajra Fortin
the morning. It is the most important fort inndia. becausethe great

Mugals, Humayun

Akbar, Jehangir Shah
Jahan and Aurangzeb
lived and governed
the country from here.

Outside the gates, a very large flockpideonswere feeding on grain, and among them waRase

ringed Parakeet Rhesus Monkeywere also lurking among the cralhof touts trying to persuade us

to buy something from themAlthough referred to as a fox it was surrounded by massive wsad]

the complex was more like an elegant Islamic palace. From the ornithological point of view, the

formal gardens were of litf S Ay GSNBAG | LI NI FNRY | ftAGGES ONRg


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humayun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akbar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehangir
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shah_Jahan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shah_Jahan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aurangzeb

one of the cloisters. | became
quite familiar with these non
descript birds which | later
identified asRock Chats

The best viewpointwas on the parapet looking out acrosket
Jamuna Rivertowards theTaj Mahal 2.5 kms awayl€ft & above)

By the time | reached it, the sun was beginning to break through
and it stayed with us for the rest of the trip.

Occasionally one of thBlack Kiteghat
were circling above, passed beneath th
the walls, showing the upper plumage
details to perfectionright).

Left: In the bushes below where | was standingRed
vented Bulbul was singing. This was another species
regularly observed during the twweeks.

The best image | obtained of tiRock Chat; better seen
and photographed ifMendawa

A White-breasted Kingfisherwas also flying back and
forth across the vegetation belowut too far away to
capture a decent image witmy camera. A fewRhesus
Monkeys W &-dzy (i K S Ryf@pomled/gch other on the
stonework.




Once again, noisiRoseringed Parakeets
were flying around, some perching quite
close to where | was standingenabling
me to obtain a decent closep showing
the pink and black collar¢ thus their
name (eft).

Although theseparakeetsare a very colourful addition
to the British list of birds, they are far from welcome irfs
orchards where they can wreak havoc on blossoms &
fruit. '

Above:A very cropped image of th&hite-breasted Kingfisheshowing its huge red bill.
» ; .
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This ground squirrel had obviously been
irYySR d2 Gr1S ¥22R
palm.

2 dzi



At midday we arrived at th&aj Mahalg a

world treasure if ever there was one. Thi

ethereal mausteum was built by the grief

stricken Emperor Shah Jahanwhen his W '
third wife, Mumtaz Mahal died during the
birth of their 14th child. He started it in
1632 employing skilled craftsmen from
Shirazand Bukhara Constructed of white
marble and semprecious stones, it is a
potent symbol of eternal love.

| had been advised to look at tleamuna Riverat the rear of the building, the banks of which were

littered with rubbish¢ one ofL Yy R kurs€sa In the distance, | sawGaey Heron a Redwattled

Lapwigll Y R a &arn@ddnt®) W22 FIENJ Fglre G2 LRarxiGAoSte ARSY
was a flock oBlackwinged Stiltswhich flew across the river to settle in very shallow water out in

mid stream (below)..
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26" November. The sun rose out of the thick
atmosphere and | went for a pilereakfast stroll
around the gardens. They were attractive but
very formal. The most obvious birds welengle
Babblers

A high fenceprobably screening the hotel from &
scene of unsighty squalor was covered with
flowering creepers, and sever&urple Sunbirds
were feeding on nectar. On thgght is a male in
non-breeding plumage, theiridescent breeding
dress now just a black line down hisderparts.
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‘The abandoned - C|ty oFatehpur.Slkrl was our first
destination of the day Constructed by theMughal
Emperor Akbatin, it was abandoned after a few years
because the water supply was unable gustain the
inhabitants. RockChatsflitted on the wall above the
entrance and theusual parakeets were squawking
around the buildings.

Above A Common Myna It scientific name is
Acridotheres tristisvhich means locust hunter

In India, animals are ever preserg Camelsare

beasts of burdenr{ght) and, of course, cows arg
revered byHindus and never killed Such is the
tolerance shown them that coware allowed to lay in
the centreof roads, completely oblivious of the traffig
around them. The other favourite activity appeare
to be nosing throgh disgusting heaps of rubbis
searching for something to eat. They dndiffaloes

are milked and their dung is collected, dried and
burnt.  In ancientindia, these animals were eaten and sacrificed to tBeds However, the

practice eventually becaméoo wasteful, and through Jainism vegetarianism became more
prevalent and the cowbecametaboo.
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Right:
Although not
the usual,
dewy-eyed
Brahmins
these Friesan
cows are o
causing a
chaos on this
busy road. No
one seemsd think of moving them. ight: Not chapattis

buttk LIAES 2F RNASR o0dzFFI £ 2

Yz -
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If ${ I ONXB Ri¢2 a@aativaly charmed life, there id
plenty of evidence that other creatures lead
miserable ones.

| reckon that thechickenis the most abused of our
domesti@ted creatures. Their lives arelwort and far
from happy¢ even in theUK Thehenson the right
are being taken to the local butch@rshop where,
along with thekids, theyareto beslaughtered

These photos were taken from our bes routeto
Bharatpurwhere we were to have a splendid lunch.
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Right: The luxuriousLaxmi
Niwas Palacean Bharatpur
where our party had lunch.
| should like to have visited
the famous reserve which is
world renowned for its
wetland birds, but it was
not on our schedule. It was
originally protected as the
private hunting estate for
the local Indian nobility
when vast numbers of wildfowl would fall to
their guns in a day. On theght, one of many
photos in the dining hall of the hunting trophies
¢ Maharajah Brijendra Singhstanding over a
magnificentTiger. At the time this scenavas
captured for posterity, thesemagnificent big
cats were widespread. Shootingpaching and
pressure for landhas now put the species in the ™
wild in danger of extinction

The palace was surrounded by
splendid gardens with flowering
borders around which several
kinds of butterflies 8 SNBX WFf 26 SN
AK2LILAYIQoD

Above: This was one of the most striking
which looks like aWY A f 1.6 SB KQa
Nymphalid called thePlain Tiger, also known
as theAfrican Monarch(sub-family Danainag.
It is apparently the first butterfly artistically
depicted as it appears on a fresco 3500 yes
old inLuxor, Egypt

Right: A pale green species.
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Aboveandright: L QY y 2 & dzNB
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Above:Two views of th&Common Indian Crow hot a very flattering name for hutterfly .

During the afternoon, we caught thehatabdi Expres® Sawai Madhopumwhere we stayed at the
Rhanthambore Regency Hotelprepalr G A 2y F2NJ 'y SIF NI & aiNatidhaldi2 KI @
Park13 kms down the road.

27" November. We assembled at 06.00hrs to ride in the open top vehicles for a three and a half
hour round trip around theRhanthambore National Park the object of which was primarily to see

Tigers. However, | have to admit that | did not rate ou
chances higlt, these big cats can be very elusive especi
as we were told by the guide that the recent rain ha
dispersed the game and th&igerswould have followed P
their prey into the hills.

Right: A House Sparrowwas roosting on top of one of the
fA3dKGa Ay (GKS K2:GSfQa f 204
had expected them to be far more numerous.
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At over 1300 sq km$®Rhamthanboreis one of

INRA T Q& f I NBESai bt dA2y L f
preserved as a hunting reserve for the
Maharajas of Rajisthanit is renowned for its
Tigers.

After a 2 minute drive in the chilly dawn air,
we entered the park and immediately saw
several Peacocks. Now welgb their breeding
season, the birds had lost their fine tails but
their ability to fly¢ which was laboured; was
not impaired.

A large flock oRock Pigeons
was feeding on graig | guess
for the Peacocksg and they
repeatedly panicked right).

To begin with, the light was
abysmal and a fast shutte
speed was unobtainableg

thus the blurred picture
which, at least, gives a goog
impression of the flurry of
wings!

Note: All of these
pigeons had identical
plumagec there seemed
to be little evidence ©
feral  pigeon  blood ;
among them. Our | .

domestic forms are & X ;
derived  from  this T WENLES N
species, but, unlike L _gEeL oo xf"{“?
British Rock Doveg as e e ' s
we call them ¢ these
Rock Pigeonshave no
white rumps.

A troop ofHanuman Langursvere playing about in the vicinity of the entrance. Being very pretty
monkeys, they make excellent photographs and one could certainly have watched them all day.

t



Named after theHindudeity who is always depicted
with a simian face, these monkeysearevered in
Indiaa.  Somelangurs have bright orangehaired
babies but Hanumans have black-haired ones.

(right)

Like alllangurs
these primates
have complex
stomachs which
enable them to

digest the
leaves upon
which they

mostly feed.
They are skilled
at travelling
high up in the
forest canopy
and possess
long tails to aid
their balance.
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Much of the reserve appears to be
in a valley guarded on either side
by rocky cliffs. A forton top
overlooks the entrance to the park
and gives its name to the Nianal
Park.
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Left: Our track passes through a stone
arch engulfed in the aerial roots of a
Banyan Tree in the branches of which,

Langursare feeding

The track emerged into a more open savanna "
like area and a well rehearsed pair &ufus

Treepiescame out to take crumbled biscuits from:
my hand ébove).

What the Treepiesdropped, a party ofJungle
Babblerstook off the ground by the side of ou
vehicle. A Redvented Bulbul also took an
interest and perched on a nearby bughght).

Yes, the bird has a fencarletfeathers around its
vent!

A pool close to where we had stopped appear
to be the territory of a pair ofRedwattled
Lapwings which displayed to each other
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Aboveandright: This striking relative of ouwrapwing
is widespread in India.  The courtship display
performed by the pair is similar to that of tHeapwing
in which the male shows off his vent to his mate whi
LISO1AYy3a G (GKS 3 NEidzg Rhere |
our nest should @ @

| noted these birds on several occasions,
both in the park where they tended to be
close to water, and elsewhere before we
arrived inShimla As the closep on the
left shows, the species is aptly named. In
Nepal several years ago, | came across
Yellowwattled Lapwings with much
larger coloured wattles drooping from the
base of their bills.

Left: A coveyof these were creeping
through a area of rocky scrub and | think
that they wereRock Bush Quai if so,
then this is a male.l am not completely
sure of this identification.
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Unfortunately, our guide was much keener to fifijersand tended to stop only for big mammajs
the prey of big cats. The park has a large population wigulateswhich help to maintain between
T St A ol T 8§ TR ER F 25 and35Tigers Perhaps the most
g '\ attractive are Spotted Deer ¢
providing you can see them because
they are extremely well
camouflagé in the dappled sunlight
playing onthe vegetation ¢ee the
top picture).

Left: A stag with two hinds feeding
in long grass.

A hindwith her fawn skipped across
the track in front of our vehiclera
disappeared into the thicket. The

bushyc a sign of alarm perhaps.

Although the park
population of thousands, the
animals had dispersed they K=
only concentrate around ";::_‘ :“’
watery areasat the end of the |
dry season.

82dzy3 FYAYFtQa GFAt
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Right: A pair of
Samba Deer
They are much
larger than
Spotted  and,
according  to [
our guide, form Keg
the staple diet
of Tigers

Right: A closeup of the

animal on the left in the

photograph above

communicating its sense of
alarm with the pale hairs on
its rear quarters erected and
its tail in an upright position.
It is possible that a tense o
alarmed Samba might also
be releasing scent from itsgi*
tail region. Note also its
relatively huge ears; good
for funnellingthe faintest of
sounds onto itear drums.

After a rather long and lumpy drive, we headed ot
of the park¢ pausing for éSpotted Owletsitting in
the entrance of a hole high up in a tresobviously
aregular stop fofl 2 dzZNJR & GrighBa I F I NA

The Hanuman langurs at the park
entrance were also in good form ancC%s
keen to snatchanything they could lay
their hands on.
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Left: This hefty male leapt onto the bar in
front of where | was standing to grab a piece
of biscuit out of my hand.

Right: And at last a decentlargebird of preyc a
Changeable Hawk Eagtgowers at us from its lofty
perch. This widespread species is Wwelamed.
After a few hours back at the hotel, some of u

)
returned to the park for another late afternoon

good views of another individual that you woulg
hardly credit as belonging to the same species.

The very pale, spotted bird on thdeft is a
juvenileChangeable Hawk Eagle

The afternoon was no less successful in locating
any Tigers. However, apart from being
unnecessarily long, the afternoon did have its
highlights.

Right: AnOriental Honey Buzzard
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Left: A Longbilled Vulture flies overhead, carrying
nesting material to a ldge on a cliff where its mate
wasalready broodinggee below.

Above: An immature Cormorant rests
close to a very large Crocodilégft).

Left: A good view of a
stag Spotted Deer
Although slightly built,
these pretty mammals
have a lethal set of
antlers shaped like
rapiers which they
doubtless use to
defend themselves if

threatened. When
they shed them, they
must be more

vulnerable like he
hinds.
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| saw aPlumheaded Parakeebut too far away

to photograph. TheRoseringed birds were

omnipresent throughout the park. During a res
stop, | found a dead tree in which a pair wa
nesting and on theight, a young bird is soliciting
preenng from the adult by raising its heag
feathers to which the adult respondsalfove).
The behaviour is calleéllopreening

We had several close encounters wit
Sambasq on the right, a young male
browses on fresh foliage

Below: A stagwith a good seof points.

Below. A ¢ A 3 $ugIniark. Sally
and | thought that this had been
stamped into the mudfor the
benefit of tourists. Perish the
thought!
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Left: One last viewg a magnificent
Banyan Treethe largest in the park
and theNational Tree of India Itis

a member of the~igfamily, starting
as an epiphyte and seidy roots
down to the ground, sometimes
WAGNr yIEftAY3IQ (KS
this develop aerial prop roots that
grow into thick woody trunksOld
trees can spread out latally using
these pros to cover a very large
area indeed.

Thus concluded our visit to
Rhanthambore National Park |
was glad to have seen the ptaalthough | have to admit,had expected to see more in the way of
wildlife ¢ especially of birdsAnd| did not rate our guide at all!

28" December After breakfast, we departed for the
capital ofRajasthan the Pink Cityof Jaipur.  The only
items of interest on the journey was the vast number
of feral pigeonsvisiting the open air swimming pool
in the hotel where we stopped for lunch, and the
Purple Sunbirdsvhich were feeding in the flowering
bushes outside the entrandgeft).

In the afternoon, we visited some of the highlights of
the ancient citywhich was painted pinkn 1876 to

, honour the visitof the Prince of Waleg; the future

r %. " King Edward VI

We visited the extraordinanistronomical Observatoryand City Palace&complexc the home of the
presentMaharajah of aipur before booking into thd-ortune Metropolitan Hotelfor two nights.

The Peacockis the National Bird
of India and its image is used for
lavish decorationgeft).

(et
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29" Novembe.

Most of the morning was spent visitinge Amber ©r Amer) Fortll km fromthe city. It was the
ancient citadel of the ruling ,
Kachhawa clan of Amber, |
before the capital was shifted to a
present dayJaipur. .

central square inside the fort b
2SSz GKSNB ¢
Indian Elephantgeady to make

Most of the animals were colourfully decorated
indeed, colour is very much a feature ofndia. The
-~ . women are, more often than not, dressed in flowing
= saris and veils, sometimes in subtle hues but usually
designed to dazzle theye.

Rock Chatsvere spotted on the high walls of
the fort and a fewHouse Sparrowsvere also
present. | noted that the cock birds had
particularly pale cheeks; almost white and
gave them the appearance at first glance of
being Tree Sparrows However as the photo
on the next pageshows, they were, without
doubt, Passer domestigs.



