JUNE 2009 As I had not seeiWood 3
Warblers for several years, | drove across
the Severnto the Forest of Dearand visted
Nagshead, the w{ t . ff@&® woodland
reserve where they, along withPied
Flycatcher breed. During the 1980sthe _
joyful trilling song of several males used t
be heard in bothLeigh Woodsand Ashton ; _
Court, but year by year, the number of the S
(ca 3 inLeigh Woodsand 2 inAshton Cour} '
declined in line with the diminishing statusiie

of the species in th&JK :

& : . I -

Above A particularly accommodating/ood Warblerin full trill.

This attractive yellovbreasted warbler is a birgharacteristically ofSessileOak woodlands and
Nagsheadis a fine example of one of these.On the 2" June it was a fine day and as | walked
around the long trail, | only heard two cocks repeatedtiering their shimmering trillone of the
birds was singing very close to the path and occasipralining out of the dense shadseg photos
above) As a longdistance migrant, the
Wood Warbler has long wings which
extend well over the taibnd has a lemon
@Sttt 206 Yoohedofitke volubteerd
who wasstaggering aroundvith a ladder,
investigating the nest boxes. eHold me
that the species appears to beolding up
well in the forest. Butthe same could not
be said of thePied Flycatchepopulation.

Right: A female Pied Flycatcher
photographed in_eswsin April this year.




The area has always been scientifically significant for t
species ever sincBr Bruce Campbektudied them during
the early 1950s and discovered that the number of breedi
pairscould be increased by providing nest boxes like the o
on the right, thus showing that the limiting factor on the
breeding population at the time was the availability g
adzA GF ot S WHdctSiaNQrwaly,yl hare\sBefPi e d
Flycatchersoccupyingsuch nest boxes in back gardens. O
my visit to Nagshead | learnedthat there were abou20 pairs
in an area where a few years atiere were80¢ a 75%«drop.
My informant had found none on his particular beat and so
could not direct me to any nest boxes that were occupied
these snart birds. The causes of tieatastophic decline are
not clear. The warming climate might mean that the inseq
that the flycatchersely on to feed their chicks may be peaking too early for them so their nesting is
out of phase with the food supphOn the other hand, may be there areoptems somewhere on
their migration routelike the expanding desertsf North Africa One year, the resplendent black
and white malegurned up but very few henarrived. Whatevethe cause the Pied Flycatcheis
@S0 Iy20KSN) aLISOKS 2 2a Kallytesordadaa coekbyfd iniokg&rded onApril
21711998

On the 3 June | made a sad discoveryThe
vixen which had been coming into our garde %3
with a dogFoxNB LJ2 NIi SR A Watufrel
Notes was killeda few hundred yards away o
Rownham Hill She was obviously struck while=
crossing the road probably during the night| e
al 6 KSNJ | 62 dmipreviouslyhigdf
running by the{ G4 ® a I NE @hileigh
Woods. | contacted our localFox expert,
Professor Steve Harris and he confirmed that ==
death an theroad is an overwhelmingause of
urban Fox mortality. | then found outhat
AKS LINRPolofe& KFER KSNJ RSy Ay 2yS 2dz2NJ.Rl@and yi ySi
Jennyhad seen 5 dos but by earlyJunethe cubs

shouldhave been weaned Wthout their mother,

the dogFoxwas probably stilbringing them food.

Left One of the abov® A ESy Q& Odiénayd t K2 (
Studely.

Despite the loss of the vixemwo different Foxes
appear tohave been visiting our garden




Left: This is probably a young
animal ¢ note that this one has no
pale tip to its tail. On this occasion
some dog biscuits and old cat food
was on the menu (photo taken with
a flash).

Right: This one has a wthattip to its tail. A
Grey Squirrels on offer. This month, half a =
dozen localqquirrels have met their demise
around here and end up in th€ 2 s£ntaw.
They are seized in the jaws, and thgox
then runs off down the road with them.

Above Two photos of the samieoxtaken in very dim conditions. Ndlashwas used but th&€€anon
50Dcamera waset on3200 ASA The lens was @anon 100mm f2.8hacro lens



On the subject of dea@quirrels, when cut up for theFox,they were, likeall corgses, the attention

of fliesd ¢KS |RdzAE Ga 27F YI ye ucedScddedthemsgehdsfanddie bddly 3SQ ¢
attractive to females to lay their eggs oihe photo
on theright shows the flanks of &rey Squirrel It
has lain for several has on this side and shows 4
thick line of fly eggs plastered onto the fur.

Left: Close up of the mass of eggs. The
WYl 33208Q ¢2d R KIFI@FS R
carcase in no time at all.

All this might seem unsavoury but it ig
part of the infinite diversityof nature, =

number of eggs are, in fact, quit
LINBGGeH ar@a hottleS
gAGK (K& b&IRR HKNR
for good measure All ae comparable
to Medieval Knightsbecause their
cuticles gleam likéournished armour.
There are several species & 3 NE
bottlesQ¢ which are members of the
Calliphoridae | think that the one on
the right is Luciliacaesar.

Lefty grden BBttleQ loytRdzSW 62 G Gf S
feeding. Note, Lucilahas its proboscis

extended and issucking up fluid with

- the expandedip or labella.



At about this time, another interesting fly took my ey \ %, e
because of its orange abdomen. It had landed on the S"\ ;

of the house, inconveniently behind an Iris leaf.
managed to get one shot of it wth enabled me to
identify it as a bristlyTachinidby the name of Lavaevora
fera, the grubs of which consume moth caterpillars alive!,_‘

Painted Lady Butterflieshave continued to make their;
appearance in the garder the one depicted below §
feeding on Valerian on the 7" June is a fairly nice

indicate that it is well into its 6
weeks of life. Apart from two
Yellow Hammers singing in "
trees  bordering Sandown
Airfield on the Isle of Wight, ‘
Painted Ladies were the only U
other notable natural history (g0
observation when | flew down
for the annualMicrolight Flyin.
On the return flight, | passed a
Buzzardsoarirg at @out 1300
ft! It wasquite thermic!

Below: Looking East crossing the
Solent




| took off fromDoynton and alreadycumulus

clouds were well developed. As the

turbulence beneath them was both tiring and
uncomfatable, | climbed to 5500ftover the

top of the tallest ones and now and again

FtS6 GKNRdAzZAK LA OGdzZNBal dzS

Left: Weaving through the gap between two
clouds with their tops bibwing skywards a
mile aboveWarminster.

As expectedJunebrought a flurry of yung birdt the
feeders. The locdlits seem to have had a good yes
with an excellent showing of yourigjue and Great Tits
(seeright & below).

Above: A brood ofGreat Titsattacking the peanuts like
there was no tomorrow, andipper right one of them
disputing the presence of a pair of youBgue Tits

Right: Easily told by their overall yellowish colouratio
a two smart youndlue Titstucking into the remains of
a food ball. This month, two feeders like this ha
completely vanished. | suspeGrey Squrels are the
culprits.

One pair ofBlue Titsraised a lbood in one of our nest
boxes,and a family of younglackbirdsappeared on the lawn half way through the month, although
our garden is shared (or disputed!) by two pairs of adults.



Right: A spotty juvenileBlackbird
thinking about whether to hee a
bath. It is probably amale because its
wing feathers are quite dark.

A pair of Greatspotted
Woodpeckers turned up with two
fledglings.

; g) ; ..-i..- o Left: The completelyed crown gives away the fachat it is
"ff, .:.‘ :f‘!"; @M a youngster. Unfortunately, our windows claimed several
: deaths this year, including possibly one of skeyoung
Woodpeckers and an adult as well. Other casualties
included aMarsh Titand youngSong Thruslisee below).

Left 220 ¢ "%
been at this [
nest box?

vl

The picture on thaight was taken byPat Holmyard¢ one of our
neighbours. Something has been trying tnlarge the hole
designedto let only Blue or Great Titsenter. In fact, she sathe
vandal. It was aGreatspotted Woodpeckerwhich repeatedly
hammered at the entrance attempting to get at theBlue Tik
inside. It did not suzeed. Neverthelessnost people will not know



that these woodpeckers species wilpredate on young birds if given tlopportunity.

On the15", a passing cold front brought towerirmimulusand heary showers to this part of the
country, but the rain missed usboveis ahuge shower cloud seen looking down tiAeson Gorge

A turn out of the coal/wood shed revealed various objects of interest including a great cache of
Hazel Nutshells The neaty gnawed holes on one sdfairy
clogd) revealed that the hoarder wasa Wood Mouse
(Apodemus sylvaticus

Several big Slugs were discovered |
among the dampogs

{ I f { eeQaiable garden looked
extremely colourful with Foxglovesin

full flower. Most of them are self
seeded and some were muheaded.
Walking round the garden, | counted
nearly a 100 spikes No cultivated
flowers could have given a better displ
¢ and one whichwasgreatly appreciated
by theflower-shopping Bumble Bees



