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J”JJ,/ = The bitter weather dominated the first half of the month as

the whole country shivered under the severest spell of Arctic conditions since the Winter 681982

Having spent the whole of December on a voyage aroundAthstralasian subAntarctic Islands

(seeBird Log}, Sallyl YR L NBGdz2NYSR 2y bSg ,SINRa 90S yR O
above freezing until the flJanuary. The lowesecorded temperature on our roof was on the

night of the6/7™ which wasc 7 degs C. The ause was a general shift of the jet stream to the

south, allowing an anityclone to deflect the usual successionAdfantic lows towards southern

Europe and bring sustained freezing easterlies and neatterlies across the KingdomAfter a

fairly intensive period of photography in thAntipodes | did not take out the gear until the

afternoon of the5™, when our major dump of snowtarted (seebelow).

Left: Early the following morning,
everything was plastered with snogw ca

4+ inches hd fallen overnight.
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up and find their surroundings compldye -
transformed. Theycertainly, they find the food |
that we put out for them quickly enough.
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Above: ABlue Tit¢ perhaps notquite sure whato make of all this fluffy stuff!

A walk throughLeigh Woodgevealed a landscape fit
4 for Disneyland
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no wind, the snow remained on the vegetation all day.




The snow also revealdtie extent of the comings and
goings ofFoxesthrough our garden overnight. We still
have ore or two regular visitors, andhave been
putting out tinned dog food as well as biscuits every
eveningfor them. The food hakeen devoured within

an haur or so
“ :
Bt P Left: Fox tracks in the
. garden.
G Y There has been a very
PR o “ . .
T » B tame young vixen in the

- area. One night, when |

, . 4 was walking home along
) North Road the little
creature came out of a

garden and walked right

up to me. | stopped, and

she quizzically looked up

— to me while walking

backwards and forwards, almost over my shoeshew! moved off, she followedor a short whileg
just like a dog;, but scampered away when a car approached. She was in excellent condition with a
superb bushy brush.

PO Left: A satellite view b Great Britainon the 7"
Januarywhenhigh pressure brought clear skies but
plunging temperatures at night.

Above: The herd ofRed Deeiin Ashton Court Park
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— e ol Lo =S on the7™ - a gorgeously clear, crisp day.
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Britain stays under the blanket




| had a call just before lungime onthe 7" from Ben Boult one our neighbours who ligen Bridge
Road to say that he had a flock dfieldfaresand Redwingsgobbling up the berries on his
Cotoneaster

Above andright: These large northern thrushes™
feeding voraciouslyon the luscious red berries
Benand9 & YS . garden.i Q&
At times like this, when the grounc
is covered and the remains of lag
I dz(i dzYhédpyérow berries are
hidden under a blanket of snow, ’
bushes like this may be a lifaver
for these birds.Huge flocks have
been reported elseWere, mostly
in the east.

Right: A smaller species¢ a
Redwing

It was difficult to estimate the
numbershere because there was a
continuous traffic of birds into and
out of the garden.

Blackbirdswere also joining in the feast, and | think that | save &ong Thrush

Our feeders have been in demand from the usual selectiohitsf However, this year, there have
only been S_ongtailed Titsseen at once. 4 Robinswere feeding on the wall outside the kitchen
window ¢ not without a few skirmishes ay midght expect from thee very territorial birds Once
again,Greenfincheshave been well down on what we used to see during \Wiater ¢ there have
been a maximum of.6 One of the cock birds looked very colourful in the bright sunshieady for
the Spring(see photo on the next page). We have had quite a flodklobd Pigeonson the lawn
with a maximum ofL0 on the 11" Januarywhich continues to hoover up the seeds scattered for the
Chaffinches 2-3is the usual number.



P Above A smariGreenfirch.
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Above: A rather aggressive codkieldfare has been giving th@lackbirdsgrief by attempting to
secure for himself all the pieces of apple that | am putting out on the lawn for them.
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Above: A chilly lookinddumbleswith hardly a bird in sight.

On the 8" January, Sallyand | spent the afternoon atSlimbridgeto see how the wildfowl were
coping with the frozen up ponds. In short, the birds were massively concentrated in the small areas
of open waterg kept icefree by thebirds milling around in them.

There were over 300 S g A O Qia thd uicinity,avhich is more than have been counted in the
last few years With mild winters, the swans have been staying further east, but this year, the hard



weather has forced morefdhem to fly here. Apparently, there are several thousand this year at
Welney¢ many of them doubtless refugees frarolland

[ 4
*/4‘ “/‘Z‘ﬁ Left: Blackheaded Gulldined up on the
;j ice while Coots and various ducks mill
around on the water.

Below: Fluffed up @gainst the coldg

Blackheaded Gulls

Below: Mute Swans A (0 K |
DucksandMallard.

| had expected to seeWater Railor two walking b ; .
aNPdzyR 08ySHiGK G(KS 0 ANMiRe * ' D 3
Notes for February, but none appeared. divever, : :
there was a very activiéVren (there may have been a
pair of them), busily searching the nooks and crannies ..
the Willows for insects and spiders. How these tiny birds manage to keep warm in these conditions
is a miracle; they must have a very ighetabolic rate and are wonderfully insulated by their
feathers. Nevertheless, these are the kind of conditions which willdakery high toll of them if the
weathercontinues like this fottoo long (see pictur@above).



At the end of the afternoonwe went to sit in the

Poulson Hideto wait for feeding time at 16.00hrs.

A pair ofJackdawsvere having a good scrafght),

with one combatant defending itself on its back

There were also sever&ooksappearing to peck at" & t

the ice. | thought at firsthat they were attempting >
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However, | think that theymight have been trying

to release pieces of corn frozen into the ibelpw).
S 6 A O Qsbon pabhlergdor the feast.

Above: Two birds trumpeting; each vying to dominate the other.




The ice was causing problems for the swans. They prefer alighting and taking off from water
because it breaks the force of their landiqgafter all, they are relatively heavy bsdand can
LRGSYGAlffte AyedaNBE GKSYaSt@dSa ¢gKSy (2dz0OKAy3 R2g)
to feed on the ice itself normally they intercept the proffered grai@ither by scooping it from the

g GSNRa adzNFI OS 2 Niind the sRnkdnlsdkdf=den doKtBebiNis afeScantinaingi

to lose condition while these conditions last; apparently, they suffer a weight loss of kgvanas

each night. Itis ironithat these lovely swans fly from their nesting grounds on$titgeian tundra

to our shoredo escape the freezingrcticwinter!

Above Grubs up!

Left: A pair of. Sg A O] Qaibbling I v &
grain onthe surface of the ice Sir Peter

Scott pioneered the use of bill patterns

in these birds to identify them as
individuals His daughterDafila and

others pursued this line of study, and
nowadays, everal hundred ca be
recognised from their bill markings

Right: A lone swan looking a little lost
among a host o€anada Geese

Sadly, a few days before this, Lady Phila
Scott died. The end of an era.



