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A Portrait of alLittle Owl

taken by my nephewRaul

Rusher who lives in
Suffolk A pair of these
small owls nested just
outside the cottage where
he lives.

OnlyTawny Owlsnhabited the woods around here, and during
the month, we saw one fathese fly across our garden on two
occasions just before it got completely dark.

The promise of sunny weather whic
came at the end of June continued for
short time this month. The photos of the
fine-weather Cumulusclouds were taken
on the 1.  They are billowing over
Doynton on the right, and below, is the
view of them from my microlight.

This month, there has been majbox
activity in the garden with five
recognisable animals. An additional
one turned up during the day when |
was flying andsallytook a photo of it
curled up in the sun. Unfortunately, it
was not a happy animal and would
probably not have survived much
longer after it visited the garden.




It was an
adult but
very thin and
it was
dragging a
leg when it
moved off. It
was nd seen
again.

Left: A Hummingbird Hawk Moth found in the
conservatory on the and placed on somBhlox

Above right: A photo sent to me around that time byony Cottrellshows one refuelling from
Buddleia

Goldfinches and an increasing number o
Chaffinches have been coming into the
feeders. Sally counted no less thanl5
Goldfincheson the 3 which is, by a long
margin, a record for thigarden. Half a dozen
would benormal. There seems to have been
good crop of young

Casualties have inded a youngNuthatch and the
young Bullfinch on the left. Both were killed by
flying into windows.




Around 1520 Chaffincheshave been feeding on the lawn and there haweb plenty of young tits,
including a young/larsh Tittowards the end of the month

On the 5", both Green and Greatspotted
Woodpeckergurned up early in the morning on
a pole bearing power cables to a couple of our
neighbours. But to crown it, &luthatch was
sitting on the top at the same time.
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The vertical cracks on the pokere us\ed.by both the
Greatspotted Woodpeckers and Nuthatches for

wedging hard items of foodvhile the birds hammer
them. By the end of the month, th&reatspottedswere

bringing clusters of unripelazelnuts to crack operg see
the photo on theright which was taken in poor light
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Left: The tame vixen chewing into the
breast bone of a chicken.52y Qi 6 S
fooled by her endearing appearance

he is a little killer.



At the beginning of the month,
there were 3Woodpigeonsg all
adults ¢ living almost
permanently in the garden. One,
presumably a male was
constantly chivvying one of the
others which may well have been
a female. | think that he was
trying to mate with her but she
would have none of it. | note
that these birdshad a black spot
on their pale irises which made
their pupils appear larger than
they really wergseeleft).

On the8", there were only two! |
was out at the time but Sally
looked out of the window and
just caught the vixen wrestling
with the Woodpigeon which it

had caught on the lawn. She

grabbed her camera just in time
to take a couple of shots before
the Foxscurried off with her prey.

Urban Foxes obtain a high § "
percentage of their food by§
scavenging or taking food put out
especially for them bypeople ¢
like us! This always slightl
botheredme because | wonded &
whether it reducedtheir skills in
catching their ow prey. Scenes
like this are thereforereassuring [
C2 dzNJ bt Y 2y SKF Ad.

clearly quick off the mark when .

the opportunityarises. | have seen one or other of them streaking across the lawn in a hopeless bid to
Ol G OK | BiagkRirdMa canyouch for the fact they these samban Foxescan really sprint

like a greyhound!



Left: A male Dasisyrphus albostriatus clinging o
one of our windows on th&".

Below. Early evening on th&", great shower
clouds were marching across the sky ab8vistol.
The fuzzy top of this one indicates ice formation
and the likelihood of a torrential downpour
underneath. Looking easacross the Clifton
Suspension Bridgethe sky is black. And it was on
this day that aboutan inch of rainfell on us which
was the highest daily rainfall recorded for the
month.
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Above: The Leigh Woods Monsoon During heavy
rain, water bucketed dowoff the roof. The record
for the amount of rain falling in one hour was ol

the 17" Julywhen11.6mmfell.



This Summer is proving to be a
rather dismal one. It has been
. : miserably wet and cool, feeling
more like Autumn.  Temperatures across the wle of the UK are below averagavhich is to be
expected becausefahe dull skies. This followthe coolestJunesince2001 Admittedly, July is
generally wetter thanJune but this month has been exceptialh making this thdifth wet Summerin
successionExceptionally high levels of ice melt in tAecticare a possible explanatiapanother isthe
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Tony Cottrell sent me some excellent shots o sl
Hoverfliesearly in the month such as of the verg®
striking one on theright ¢ Xarthogramma
pedissequum He first boted the speciesthis year

on the20" May.

Left: Chrysotoxum cautumg a fairly
good waspmimic  although its fat
abdomen and two swept back wings
give away its true identity. This year |
have seen this flpnly once onthe Avon
Towpath; | generally see it dtilycombe
60aSS f INatire Not89: N a



On the 13", A freshly emerged
Volucella zonariland X X X X X X @

X X X X ®aflucela inanis
photographed on th& 2".

Both fphotos by Tony
Cottrell with his new
150mm racro lens.

The parastic and
orchid-like
Boomrapes are in
full flower. They are
common around
here. | am not sure
what, if anything,
these are
parasitizing because
this bunch is
emerging from a
pile of rotting pine
needles



Above and right: A very pretty Largeflowered Mallow
growing in the woods.

Left: The Hemp Agrimony was no where
near flowering by the middle of the month
and Silverwashed Fritillaries which | had
normally seen by now, have not put in an
appearance so far as | have been
concened. There are plenty dardinal
Beetlesin cogd

Below: Large numbers of gulls have

I LILIST NBR 2 @S NJ daingfdi ag KXy WUKS J dibée yaken to yhe wingl 08 &
occasiors, there must have been hundreds Berringand Lesser Blackacked Gullsin the air. Sally
took this shot opart of a flock oveclifton.



Although te Newton Wonderst NS WNBa i Ay 3!
the Peasegood Nonsuclis only lightly loaded,

our apple trees are full of fruit. We will be giving

plenty awayagainin the Autumn!

Right: A youngGreat Crested Newt now well
advanced with small legs but still with feathery gil
lurks near the surface of the pond. There are al
lots on tiny newt tadpoles which are very evide
when | clear the pond of blanket

weed Spirogyr). | return those that
| find back into the water

The crop of selsownPoppiesamong

the vegetables has provided plenty o
pollen and nectar forBumblebees.

As | have noted in previous years, th
AyasSoiQa oSKI @A 2
frenetic. Theyscrabble down to the
base of the petals here the

nectaries are situated

Above: A Bumblebee loaded with pollen
homes in on aPoppy This specimen is
either Bombus leucorunor B. terrestris The
latter species has goldeyellow rather than
lemon yellow lands. On the left is a
scrimmage of flower shoppirngumblebees
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Left: Delving deep; aBumblebee up-ends
with its hind legs in the air in its quest for
nectar at the base of the petalsiNote the
two huge masses of compacted pollen
stored in the pollen bskets.

Below: This B. leucoum is foraging
among the anthers, thereby picking up
pollen on its very pilose body.This one
looks asthough it is actually collecting
pollen. The pollen is combed othe body
and W LINEB & & S Ra@rbiduldsidr2pollénK S
baskets on the hindibias. Each is a shiny,
concave area surrounded by long hairs.
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Bumblebeeswere not the only ones foraging in the
flowers. Some of these tiny bees with bitin:
mouthparts seemed to be chewing into the anthers
| think that they vere Miner Bees They were
dwarfed by their larger relatives. | hardly saw ar, +
Hoverfliesin the Poppies

Oddly, our Romnegyas, which are Californian

Poppies rarely get visited by bees although, as

can be seen(left), they produce a dazzling

display wlich must reflect lots of ultraviolet

whichit KSas8 AyasSodia OlFly wasSsSo

While still on the theme obees on the 10", |
visited a garden irbbots Leighwhich was full of
wild and cultivated flowers growing in glorious
profusion among crops of vegetablesida soft
fruit. | went searching
for Hoverflies but had
little success.
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At the bottom of the previous page the very
smallMiner or Carpenter Bedoraging on the
centre of aMarguerite is accumulating pollen
on its belly and hind legs.

Left: Thisvery pretty one is a male @ombus
lapidarius. | believe that it is visitingavender
flowers. The three colours distributed like this
make it unmistakeable.

Right: The queensare like this one but
are relatively very large. As this insec
wasthe same size ashie one above, it is
probably adark form of a worker.

Left: This particular grden

had a large number of
burgundy  pompoms  of

Knautia Macedonia  The

plant has a long flowering
season andis excellent for
attracting insects. They were
certanly popular with Honey

Beesof which, there seems to
be no shortage this year.
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Right: The very small pond in thieont of
the gardenhad a few of these distinctive
Hoverflies it is Helophilus pendulind &
usually found near water.

Left: A Scarlet Tiger with the brilliant red and
black wings hidden behind the forewings.

Right: Another Hoverfly and a very small but neat, ,
one: Sphaerophoria scripta

Left: A mystery species. This very smallibalty blackSyrphid
has faint grey spots on itsbdominal tergites andhas
transparentwings but fits nothingn my guides Whateveirit is,
this individual withhuge eyes is a male.
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Left: This metallic green ones a Stratiomyid (a
Soldier FIy, probably Microchrya polita It was
near a compost hap which is where they breed.

Right: This is Chloromya
Formosa another
Stratiomyid. This femalewas
photographed in our garden
on the same dayThe male -
apparently has a golden %9
abdomen, not a blue one.

There has been an
abundance of grasshopper
throughout the month. In
the garden, they have all
been Common Field
Grasshoppers Ghorthippus
brunneus.

This species has a very characteristic pattern on the
top of its thorax left). It is not esting on my
handkerchief bubn one of theRhomnea flowers.
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One of the curses of miBummer is the arrival of biting flies

¢ foremost among them is thiFabanid with the dazzling
eyes and mottled wings. It is a femaldeamatopota
pluvialis ¢ the Clegg Only the females draiood, which is
what this in®ct is doing on my leg. The species is common
and widespreadand every yearl lose vtal bodily fluids to
them. | guess that it is in a good cause!

A walk along thelTowpath on a rather

dull morning (the 10" revealed not
much of interest except the #it

Epistrophe grossularia This is a striped
species that seems to like hoverin
while feeding from umbels. Note the
parallel bars and golden stripesther
than lemonyellow ones.

Left: My cousin,Rosie Clar& who lives

in Nailsea sent me this picter A
Lychnisplant looked very sorry for itself

and, on pulling it up, the roots were
infested with bluea NS & Weol3da Q @
what | could see from her photo, they

are root aphids which are sucking the

plant dry beneath the soil. Such plant
parasites are ot always where you can

see them!

Foxes continued to abound¢ mostly

during the evening and after dark.
However, occasionally one t®t
through the garden to check us out.
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Above: The pretty vixenpasses by
. mid-afternoon when we were both
"_.-'- : dos busy in thegarden. Usually it is early
. ' . = - evening It looks like feeding time at
v .“-“i\ { N 4 _3 . the zoo! TheTrailcamhas collected
‘ i T yet more evidence of Fox activity,
especially if | have scattered few
dog biscuitsbefore weretire.
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The animals appear as large as
Wolves in some of the infrared
photos because of the lowposition

of the cameralgft).




On the 14" |
managed to snhap
three out of the four
Foxes that were in

the garden at the |
same time. It was |
taken through the |

conservatory double
glazed windows ¢

thus the reflections.
There are two adults
and the far right one
is a cub.
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| keep hoping for a good shot
of aBadger The best so far is
arguably the one on thdeft,
taken on the11™ at 03.05hrs
going out underneath our front
gate. This photo isropped
and Photoshopped, the better
G2 akKz2g . NRO|Qa

And yes, our gat havebeen
effective in keeping theRoe
Deerout ¢ as{ I f pickute &n
the left shows! She caught this
doe and her fawn browsing in
0KS W2 ND#fteNGRMQ
when te front gates were
open. It goes to show that
there is constant pressure from
these attractive but destruoe
animals to enter the garden
from the road. It was about
this time in previous years that
the deer started to become
bothersome when the fawns
are weaned and mobile.
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Right:On several occasions,Taee Creepewas seen in
the garden. On thd@4™ | managed to get a picture of i
as it was shuffling higher and higher up one of the t
Corsican Pinem front of the house.

Left: It has been a wonderful yedor plums.

The Wh LJlat 8 Ry yeée 2 Fdmaa&y Qa
Tickenham were so laden that many
branches had broken under theeight.

On theright, is aCherry plum tree that borders
our property ¢ not quite so weighed down
Nevertheless, it yielded5Ibs of fruit within my
reach. Bullfinchesand Blackbirdscould access
those that | could not. Foliage always slighibscured the birds;jn the pictureabove left,a female
Bullfinchhangs upside down and is scooping ripe flesh from a plum.
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Right: A mixed flock
of Chaffinches and

A"Jv\ .
Goldfinches feeding - M,
on seed that has ( "r 2 Ab, ’

R

spilled from one of |
the bird feeders.

Along the Towpath, the
Buddleiss were well into
their  flowering  season
although there was
comparatively few insects
taking advantage of the
pollen and netar on offer.

Riht: Hoever, thee as a solita
Volucella zonariafeeding high up on a
large, overgrown bush in Lower 5
Rownham Woodnear the railway bridge.
| have suggested toBill Morris, the
National Trustwarden in Leigh Woods
that these straggl Buddleiasshould be
savagely cut back to encourage them t
shoot lower down and enable the visiting " ¢
insects to be more easily monitored.
the moment, the flowers are so g that
many butterflies, flies and beesthat are
feeding on top of the bushesannot be seen. This wahe only example of our mospectacular fly
that | spotted during thenonth. What a Summer!
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Butterflies have also beengenerally scarce.
However, Meadow Brownshave been around in
reasonable numbers and by th&5", Speckled
Woodswere turning up inLeigh Woods The one
on theright was basking in the sun Mightingale
Valley.

Left: A scrimmage oPond Skaters But what is in
the middle of it? You cdfaintly see the wing of
their@A OGAY XXPod

XXXXD g K®PPOES iave S
homed in on like a pack of_
Hyenas These arélemipterans |
¢ i.e. bugs which plunge their
proboscises into thei prey and
suck out their bodyfluids. Any a’
small insect that tumbles into the
water and becomes trapped by
the surface tension is likglto be |

detected by the ripplest sets off ' ‘/

» -
and fall victim to theséugs. ™ / [ .’y A

The waterside Syrphid, Helophorus pendulismust be among
those insects that have to take care not to end up as food for
the W{ 1 I. (TBejBften sit around oWater Lillyleaves and |
have seenPond Skatersoccasonally scuttle across them. This
fly on theleft is resting on a dead lilly pad which has laist
chlorophyll.
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The 17" was marked by another period of torrential rain,
with a deep depression sitting squarely owbe top of the
British Isles

t LT e S

During the next few days, towering
white shower clouds added drama tc
the skyscape ovdsristol.

Julywas marked by the appearance 950 Go’rillason the

streets of the city. They were painted in various colours and
patS N}y &T &a2YS 6SNB Il Af& RSO2N
L2 6 SND | LISa o  Cliftah BUBpediBnl Bidgd & >
had a gorilla dressed asambard Kingdom Bruneg but

sadly without a fat cigar hamgg from his mouth. These
impressive models were erected toelebrate the 175th
Anniversary of Bristol Zoo
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afternoon of the21*. A couple of days later,
| took an early morning flight once the fog
had lifted from the vale in whiclboynton
sits. Radiation fogcausedby the ground
cooling during the night usually transforms
into Cumulusclouds.

i‘ : Left: Heavy clouds oveBristol on the

At 073 (GKS Ww¥213
sufficiently to allow takeoff. On
the right, it was beginningto
form little cumulusclouds a few
hundred feet above the ground.

Left: Passing through gaps and flying
close to the fluffy white masses of
water droplets is an enchanting
experience in an open cockpit.
Although they look sharply delineated
from the ground, close to, the edges
of clouds are usually wispy

-

Right: Clear ofthe tops
and passing 2000ft ove
the M4 towardsYate A
fleecy cloudscape of
Cumulus  humilis lies
ahead.
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By the time |
returned to Doynton
an hour later, the
warming air had lifted
the cloud base to
2000ft and below
this, the thermals
were beginning to
boil up from the
ground.

Left: And this is what they
looked likefrom the ground.

By midday,the cloud level
will have risen nearly a mile
above the ground (5000ft).
During the summer, His is

the level at which moisture
carried aloft in thermals
condenses. The temperature
at which this happens is
called the dewpoint. During

the winter, clouds form much
lower.

As it tumed out to be a nice bright day took
FROIyGr3as 2¥%¥ A4 G2 13
camera around the garden. At last, the
Buddleias are in their full glory although theBEesns
blooms are still not greatly patronized by insec
except by
Honey Bees



24

Right: A femaleEristalis tenaxg
the Drone Flyg with her probascis
extended and about to dipnto a
flower. Note the lines of has on
the eye. Thee together with the
black hihd legs are diagnostic
features of the species and
distinguishes itfrom E. pertinax.

completely orange abdomen.

previous yearshasbeen reasonably common.

Left: A singléRed Admiralanded briefly.

Left: Basking on aBuddleia leaf is Rhingia
rostrata. Rather likeRh. Campestristhis species
is somewhat smaller andhas an almost

The rostrum protects the very long and jointed
proboscis, all the better to tap the nectaries of deep
throated flowers. Above, it is being groomed. This
year, | have not seeiRhingia campestrisvhich, in
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Hardly any butterflies have visited the Buddleias. The badje White, Red Admiral, Peacoekd
Meadow Brownare the only ones that | have been aware oAt around thg time we noticed that
both the dogFoxwhich has visited us for the last year and the pretty little vixen have not been coming
Ayid2 GKS 3IFNRSY RdNAYy3I GKS S@SyAy3Io ¢t KS W6
FYR GKS wOdzaQ | I$Enednei didNed Bl 3 : /s
that a Fox had been killed on one of the roads Leigh
Woods¢ alas it is thefate of many urbarFoxeswhich have
absolutely no road sense.

flowers, including lots dfarjoram, Knautiaand Lavender

My quest was forHoverflies and not
surprisingly, Episyrphus balteatusvas
presern, although there vas not exactly
a surfeit of even that species

Aboveandright: Two
or three were
hovering and feeding,
beautifully bacHit

against the deep
shadow of the house.
Photography is partly
about contrast, and
subjects lit like this
always make for
interesting pictures.

dza K e
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Above: A very small species: Both photos are of the same |nd|V|duaIr|ghe one |IIustrat|ng the
distinctive patternof downward projecting orange spots. | think that it is a fensllelanostoma
scalare
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The front garden was alive wittMeadow
Brown Butterflies and Gatekeepers On the
right, aMeadow Brownfeeds onMarjoramX &

XX ® |Gfitekeepertakes a rest from
chasing other butterflies, probably
testing whether they are potential
matesor not.

Right: What else but a perfedPeacock

Left: Looking ragged but in fact, a
pristine Comma The warmthand the
flowers certainly  brough the
butterflies out today.



