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Introduction

Thisis an &count of the first of four voyages | made &V Polar Starto the Antarctic
between January 2% and March 18" 2010. Although the last one took in thEalkland
Islandsand South Georgia,this voyage waa 12 day excursion to just beyond tAhatarctic
Circleby way of theSouth Shetlandsand thePeninsula ¢ KS & KA LJQ & ovér2 3
2200 nautical miles. The vessal converted Baltic Sea ibeeaker owned byKarlsen
Shipping carried a complement of 84 passengers and ten expedition staff.

Thisdocument is not meant to be a complete account of what was recorgédat is
contaned in the logs that were giveo the passengex at the end of the trip. This is a more
personal accounbf what | saw and photographed. Nevertheless, it conveys maa th
general impression of what wasen at the locationsisited. As thisdiary is written after
the voyage a few reérences to the following one aiiecluded because it was almost & re
run of this one

24" January USHUA¢tpArgentina 54 degg8.6S

Weather: Total cloud cover with a blustery, chilly Westerlyemp. 12degs @000Mbs

Observations ~ The passengers embarked. .
between 15.30 and 16.00hrs. A®lar Star ls ===

number of Kelp Gulls assembledover the
ships prop wash and caught what looked |ilss y
f A ®&djfd8 (V¥ € RamthdidSMNgBCceans
which had been stirred ufrom the bottom of §
the harbour (ight). | saw a fewDolphin Gulls
but they did not join in the feast.
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Right An adult Kelp Gl ¢ one of many
fishing forCrustaceans.In close up, it revealssas
what the birdis feeding on.

Heading downthe Beagle Channelwe saw
Upland Geese, Magellanic Pguins and
Steamer Ducks A colony ofimperial Shagsg
crowded waspassedat around 21.15hrs ase
the light was fadingbelow).

The firstBlackbrowed Albatrossesvere spotted
just before nightfall

25" JANUARY. Crossing THE DRAKE PASS/

Weather: Complete cloud covebut sky
clearing around midday to reveal a hazy s
Force 7 from the North.3-4 metre waves.10
degs C.989Mbs and falling.

Observations. Both kinds of greatAlbatrosses
were seen during the morning, including t
Royalon theright. Note the almost comgitely
white body, dark wingsvith pale leading edges
and absence of black tips on the tail feathers.



Right A
Wandering
Albatross showing
its pink ear
coverts ¢ a
charader that
they do not all
share

Other species
noted included
both Black
browed and Grey-headed Albatrosse$l), both
SouthernandNorthern Giant Petrelsz A f aag¢ Qa
Blackbellied Storm Petrelsa singleSoft-plumaged
Petrel,andWhite-chinned Petrel

Right:An immatureSouthern GianPetrel.

Left A smartBlackbrowed
Albatrossswings aroundPolar
{ G shiDa

The most unusual species observed

today was a stowaway from

Ushuaiag a Correndera Pipit that suddenly flew ouf N2 Y (G KS &aKALIQA dzLILIS N
among the Zodiac dinghies on the reacH. It was not seen again.

During the afternoon, the swell became very uncomfortabkepassenger fell down one of
the stairways andDr AmamaThornley ¢ the Expedition Doctor- suspected a fractured
pelvis (a correct diagnosis as it turnedt). A detsion was madeo divert to King George



Islandin the South Shetlandsvhere the injured woman could be evacuated @ile and
thenceonwardto the USA.

26" January THE DRAKE CRQSSING RS3a Hc Q

Weather: TheAntarctic Convergenceavas crossed last night. Total stratus but bright. The
aSt GKFEy{FdzZ fte afA3aIKEG | Wind8ghl S FNWoE.8 Qa 02 A &

Observations On the whole it wasquiet

today with relatively few birds seen
Among thosewas a very southerlBlue

Petrel and | photographed a scalled

White-chinned Petrelwhich made a fairly
Ot 284S F LILINRI OK KN
(right).

27" January KNG GEORGE ISLAND

Weather: In a word, filthy! Overcast
with a low cloud base andopr viability.
Drizzle driven by 3knots. 1 deg C and
978 Mbs slowly rising to 982 Mbs.

Observations: The morning was spent evacuating ostretchered patient to the island
where an aircraft fronChilehad arrived to fly her t¢unta Arenas
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Left: With Megan Tierney¢ the Expedition

- Leader at the tiller and withDr Amana

. Thornley in attendance, the stricken
passenger is taken to thehileanbaseon King

George Island

Kelp Gulls Antarctic Terns, Giant Petrels,
2 AfazyQa { Gaad\Bfownt SKaNS f &
were noted during the evacuation.

Now with our modified schedule, 2 f I NJ Masier (Bdptdeszek Slawskj shaped a
course toHalf Moon Island The omens were not good for a landing as a fierce westerly
was blowing and a heavy sea runnimdgverthekss a Zodiac was launched to recce the
shore but the swell precluded a landingThis island has a rookeof Chinstrap Penguins
and these could beeen andsmelt from the ship.



28" January

DANCO ISLANDNn nn
degs S

Weather: A bright dg.
Temperature 3 degs C
and the barometre read
986 Mbs rising through
the day to 989 Mbs. Windy
light, sea calm

Observations Gentoo
Penguinswere the chief §
interest on this island
which lies in the southern part of thErrera Channel In 1994,there were just oved 600
pairs in the rookery, and like aRygoscelidpenguins, itwas divided into clusters of
territories which corresponed to the areas swept clear of snow early in the seasénen
now, a substantial amount of snow remained and tha =

birds were commuting i

along sunken lane

through it (see photos'&:ﬁ'
on theleft andright). :

Thepenguinswere still

I O & §z5 BIRYE of
their nesting cycle.
This means that the
chicks were still in the
pebble nests withone

of the parents

protecting them fom the lethalattentions ofskuas The
photo on the right shows &entoowith two chicks that
are still vulnerable to predation byrown Skuasand

Giant Petrels The offspring of this species are typical
Jdzr NRSR FT2NJ ySI NR dzi dredt Y2y 4§
fact, working hard catchind(rill to bring back to the
nestlings.



Left: ABrown Skudands close to two

W3 dzI NERmMobs¢n@ their chicks.
%

R|ght One enraged parent charge
the predatory bird, screaming abust
at it and showing off its brlgh
orange gape,

Left: The skuasees no easy
meal here and makes a
hastey retreat; the Gentoo
returned to its chick.

Below: Feeding time. The
adult regurgitatesboluses of
pink krill.

Most of the chicks were gettig very
close to the stage whethey will start
to wander and assemble in sm
groups orcrechesc thus leaving both
parents free to forage for krill. At th
first sign of danger, thgoung penguins
run towards each otheand form a very
tight créche whickskuaswill not enter.
They look outfor lone, vulnerable
youngsters.




Above:Forever hungry, a pair of chicks clamour for food.

Left: YoungGentoos are amag the prettiest ofyoung
penguinsg only rivalled by those dEmperors

During lunchPolar Starheadedsouth through theLemaire Channefo the Yalour Islands
There have been reports of matyumpback Whaledrom the Antarctic Peninsularthis
year andjndeed, many were sighted on this and subsequent voyages.

Left: A pair ofHumpback Whalesvallowing
in the Errera Channel

Below: A close encountefFeb. 11).

Each whale M its own =
characteristically shaped dorse

fin and tail pattern and can be —
recognised from catalogues o .~ \ —_ e
photographscompiled byCetacearresearchers.

And this was not the only species seen todayMiAke Whalebreached quite close on our
port quarter,showing its yellowstained belly as it rolled.



Left: A Minke rolls over
onto its back as it break
the surface

The Yalour Islands  Situated south of théemaireand Petermann Islandsthese are a
group of low skerries, upon many of which nestgps ofAdelie Penguins We are now in
the realm of this deepAntarctic species. These birds were further om their breeding
cycle than the Gentoos
seen this morning, and the
chicks wereat the créche
stage. Sme were fairy
advanced in growingheir

iImmature seagoing
plumage. This spges has a
comparatively shorter

nesting cycle tharGentoos
¢ an adapation to a more
southerly distribution.

Left: A bolus of krill being regurgitated for a still
woolly chick.
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As with all penguinsEcstatis D8plays are
performed throughout the breeding season.
This is a form of advertising behaviogra
challenge to other performers, anaften
takes place on the nest site. The displaying
birds utter a bugling call, raise their hackles
and showoff the whites of the eyes to give
the performancampact.

Aboveandlefty | I O1fSa NIAaSRo
face of anAdelie Penguin(Photographed on
Petermann Islandvisited on a later trip).

exposed its oil glandeplete with nipple and a tiny central brush which holds the secretion.



Although Gentoostend to walk from the

sea to their nesting sites, Adelies
frequently resort to tobogganing; and
often do sofor very long disinces over sea

ice at the beginning of their breeding

season to reach their rookeries.
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Left: Thenearest anAdelie gets to
flying!  Parties of penguins were
arriving at the shore and as the sea

. was calm, the opportunity was taken

02 0 NB YR 2NLR 3 A AR YS
shots. This is the way that these

birds travel¢ coming to the surface

to take a breath without losing
momentum.

29" January Crossing theNSARCTIC CIRGInE DETAILLE ISLANB degs 23 S

Weather. Sunny most of the day but cloudimgertowards the evening with thin stratu$
degs C. Wind For@3. Sea calm. 989 Mbs steady.

Observations:We sailed Southcrossing thé?olar Circleat 07.15hrs. Th€rystal $und was

as enchanting as its name suggests.
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! Wo f dzS &and d.SodsvoPsidlFhat flew from it to the

ship. We saw several of these gleamwvite birds over the next day or two.

Detaille Islands situated inrHanusse Baya superb setting surrounded by snaylacier
covered mountains and icebergs. 1856a British base waduilt (Base W but, due to the
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heavy ice conditions
only operated for a few
years. The hut and
much of its contents
still stands.

Left: Detaille Islandset
beneathan interesting
sky.

Below: Base Wand one
of its rooms.

| spent mos of the visit drving a Zodiac.
There were some spectacular grounded
icebergsaround the back of the island. A
couple ofWeddell Sealsvere hauled out
which allowed a close approach. There
were several on the island its€tfght).

Adelie penguinsnest on the island ah

we watched some as they plummeted

into the sea only a metre or two from our

boat. Otherwise, we saw plenty éfelp

Gullswith fledglings and Brown Skuas Even this far south, dlid not positively identify any
paler and more lightveight Antarctic Skua

After our visit,Polar Staronce more headed south ag® a mirror calmea towardsa
narrow channel betweerdelaide Islandand Graham Landalledthe Gullet The sceney

was stunning, with snow clad mountains lining the horizon, and once we entied
winding passage, glaciers tumbled into the sea, producing fragments of ice that the ship had



